Stewardship at St. Vladimir Church

St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Church has always, throughout its 35-year history, been well supported by its
parishioners. This is something that we can be proud of. However, this is also something that we often do not
think very much about. We know that when we are in church on Sunday there will be some sort of collection,
but we don’t usually think very much about this, either before the collection or afterwards. We see this as just a
part of going to church. However, stewardship, how we use what God has given us, is something that we
should think about and something that we should plan. However, WHY we give is just as important as HOW
MUCH we give, and in fact, WHY we give will inevitably directly effect what we give when the collection is
made on Sunday mornings. This pamphlet is an effort to aid St. Vladimir’s parishioners in making a decision
about stewardship.

Step 1: The Apostles and fathers of the Church teach us that we are simply travelers on this earth — visitors if
you will — living here but struggling to attain our heavenly homeland. This is something very easy to forget in
our society, for our society very highly values material things. Our society considers our life here to be of the
greatest worth, and subtly (or sometimes not so subtly) teaches us to live for the “here and now”, and not for the

“hereafter”. The first step in preparing to make a decision about stewardship is realizing this ideal: we are
strangers and wanderers on this earth and our true home is not here, but with God.

Step 2: Often we loose track of where things come from, and how we acquire that which we have in this world.
We are taught from our earliest years to work and study hard. We are also taught that if we do these things we
will be rewarded with a good job, a comfortable life, etc. Working hard and studying hard are by no means bad
things; in fact they are good, for when we do these things we wisely use the talents that God has freely given to
each of us. However, it is in fact God that gives us the ability to work hard, the intellect to study diligently, and
the health to do both. King David tells us in the Psalms that “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the
world, and they that dwell therein.” (Psalms 24:1) The Apostle James elaborates on this idea when he writes
“every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights...” (James
1:17) And finally, the Apostle Paul, writing to the Apostle Timothy writes that “...God giveth us richly all

things to enjoy.” (I Timothy 6:17) This realization, that everything we have is a gift freely given to us by God,
is the second step in our preparation for making a decision about stewardship.

Step 3: In the West there has historically been very little discussion of stewardship in the Orthodox Church. It
is unclear why this is, although it could be simply because as immigrants our forefathers were concerned
primarily with day-to-day existence and the simple survival of the small parishes which were first founded here.
However, fully 1/3 of our Lord’s parables deal with the issue of money. This is shocking to us, as we ourselves
don’t think of money as a spiritual issue. Nonetheless, the Church teaches us that none of the words our Lord
spoke were in vain and all He spoke was important for our salvation. The crux of the parables that our Lord
spoke about money was this: how we deal with what we are given on this earth directly affects our eternal place.
That is, just as in the parable of the talents, we must answer for the gifts that God gives us on this earth. This is
not a material question, but a spiritual one. Thus it behooves us to consider what we do with all the gifts we are
given by God, material, physical, and spiritual, for we will have to answer for all these, just as the servants had
to answer to their Lord in the parable of the talents (see Matthew 25: 14-29). Considering our responsibilities
before God for the gifts He gives us is the third step that we should take when making a decision about

stewardship.

Step 4: One can usually determine one’s own priorities by examining where one’s money is spent. This is not
good or bad, it is simply a fact of our present human condition. A good way to check this is to try a little
experiment. Buy some stock or make some other investment. Be sure the investment is at least somewhat
significant, so that if you were to loose the money in this investment you would “feel” the loss. Now, check
yourself. Do you not turn to the Business section of the paper first each morning? Or, do you turn on CNBC
before anything else? Most likely the answer is “yes”, because we are concerned with our investment. Our
attention is fixed on our investment. The Lord said something along these lines too: “For where your treasure



is, there will your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21). Notice the similarity. Where we make our investment, there
we pay great attention. The fourth step in preparing to make a decision about stewardship is, then, deciding
where we want our heart (or attention) to be. Like it or not, our heart follows our investment. Do we want our
heart attentive to the material world or to the spiritual world? Looking at the first step above should help us
answer that question.

By what we have read so far, it starts to become clear that as Orthodox Christians our decisions about
stewardship are not ones we should take lightly. That is, stewardship is something we should think about —
something we should plan. Waiting until the collection plate comes to us on Sunday morning, opening our
wallets and seeing what is there, and only THEN making the decision about what to give is not spiritually
beneficial to us, for in essence if this is our practice then we have not made any decision at all.

In the beginning of this pamphlet it was promised that the reason WHY one gives would determine HOW
MUCH one gives. The reasons for stewardship are numerous, and no doubt, dear reader, you have heard many,
if not all of them. Sometimes we are told that we should give because the parish needs more money for next
year’s budget. Other times we are told we should give because our nation is so prosperous, yet Churches still
continue to struggle in competition for the “entertainment” dollar. For example, “People only put one dollar in
the collection plate. When they go to lunch after church they leave a bigger tip than that. Shouldn’t God get a
bigger tip than the waitress?” That is, more money is spent on entertainment than religion. Finally, we are
sometimes told that we should give because the parish needs something (a new church, vestments for the clergy,
a new hall, etc.). None of these reasons are illegitimate, for in many parishes, sometimes including ours, these
things are true. However, as we have already established above, stewardship is a spiritual question, and not a
material one. We should give to God out of love, and for no other reason. In the beginning God created man
out of love, He gave us our personal existence out of love, He sent His only-begotten Son to us out of love so
that we could again gain the paradise that we threw away by the actions of our first forefather Adam. Love is
the reason that God created us all, and this is the reason that we should give back to God. “God loveth a
cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) Thus we see that our reason WHY (love of God) we give helps us to
determine HOW MUCH we give, for if God gave us so much, can we not give Him back just a little of the
bounty with which He has blessed us? The purest motive for our stewardship is to give to God because we have
been given to by Him. That is, in gratitude for His great love towards us.

Finally let us briefly discuss HOW to be good stewards of what God has given us. St. John Chrysostom, who’s
liturgy we celebrate nearly every Sunday of the year, teaches us that if tithing (that is, giving 10% of all we have
been given by God), was required in the Old Testament, even more is required of us who have been given the
Law of Love by our Lord Jesus Christ. He uses as an example the lives of the first Christians, and how they
shared everything in common. Is this really required of us? Is this tithing not some sort of Protestant
innovation foreign to Orthodoxy? This is a common misconception. In fact, the tithe is found in the Old
Testament Law, which was abolished by the Apostles. But, it is also found in the Holy Scriptures before the
time of Moses, and is mentioned in the life of Abraham, when after delivering Lot from the king of
Chedorlaomer, and meeting Melchizedek, he gave tithes of all his possessions. The fathers of the Church teach
us that Melchizedek is a foreshadowing of Christ our Lord. Therefore, symbolically, Abraham gave a tithe to
God Himself in this instance.

Does this mean that as Orthodox Christians we MUST tithe? The answer to this question is open to
interpretation, most certainly. Some say we must, others say no, or remain silent on the issue. However, it is
clear, from what we have read above, that stewardship is a spiritual, rather than a material decision that each
family must make. That is, it is better to make the stewardship decision before, or at least as a part of, all other
family budget decisions. We should decide what we can and should give to God first, and then make this part of
our family budget. Making all other budget commitments first and only then deciding if we can afford to give
God something from what is left over is not spiritually beneficial for us, for if we do this we do not give God
the firstfruits of our labors (“Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase.”
Proverbs 3:9). The tithe may be possible for some, but not possible for all. It depends on the ability of each.



What we must remember, however, is that on each Sunday we should make a gift to God, as the Apostle Paul
teaches us: “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered

him.” (I Corinthians 16:2)

Perhaps now is a good time for each of us to evaluate our stewardship by evaluating ourselves based on the four
steps above. One might decide to approach this spiritual question as we approach the question of how to begin
to follow the fast: slowly, step by step, always moving forward, but not trying to reach the goal in one large
leap. As an aid to stewardship decisions, we provide below several options from which you might decide to
choose and for which you may decide to strive to achieve in the future (highlighting is added only to aid in
following the rows across the page):

Annual Family Income Total Gift Monthly Gift Weekly Gift

$25,000

3% Offering $750.00 $62.50 $14.42

5% Offering $1250.00 $140.17 $24.39

10% Offerinﬁ $2500.00 $208.34 $48.08
$35,000

3% Offering $1050.00 $87.50 $20.19

5% Offering $1750.00 $145.83 $33.65

10% Offerinﬁ $3500.00 $291.67 $67.31
$50,000

3% Offering $1500.00 $125.00 $28.85

5% Offering $2500.00 $208.33 $48.08

10% OfferinE $5000.00 $416.67 $96.15
$75,000

3% Offering $2250.00 $187.50 $43.27

5% Offering $3750.00 $312.50 $72.12

10% Offering $7500.00 $625.00 $114.23
$100,000

3% Offering $3000.00 $250.00 $57.69

5% Offering $5000.00 $416.67 $96.15

10% Offering $10,000.00 $833.33 $192.31

If you have any questions about stewardship in general at St. Vladimir’s, or questions about the best ways to
give (recurring donations benefit the parish the most) please contact Fr. Gregory, our Starosta, Jack (Alexey)
Mitchell, or the other member of our Parish Council Stewardship Education Team, Leta (Ksenia) Nikulshina.

May God reward you for your generosity!



IToneuenue o Cearo-BiagjuMupckoM xpame

Ha Bcem mnpoTsokeHMM cBoedt 35+eTHelt uctopuu CBsATO-BraguMMpCKuii XpaM HUKOTZA@ He MCIIBIThIBA/
HeJoCTaTKa B TOAJep)KKe MpuxokaH. VI Mbl MOxem 3TUM ropauTbcsa. OJHaKO, HaM BCe-TaKU eCTb O 4eM
3aZiymarbCsi. MBI 3HaeM, UTO T0 BOCKPECEHbSIM B XpaMe COOMparoTCs [JeHbrM, HO OOBIYHO He TIPUJaeM 3TOMY
0cobeHHOTrO 3HaueHUs. JIisT HaC 3TO MPOCTO YacTh BOCKPeCHOM Cy»kObl. OziHaKo 3a00Ta U ToredyeHre O TOM,
4yTO fan Ham bor mpeanosararoT pasmeliiuieHue U ryiaHuposaHue. IIOUEMY Mbl kepTByeM He MeHee Ba)kKHO,
yeM CKOJIBKO MmebI >kepTByeM U, B KOHeYHOM cuete OT Toro, [IOUEMY Mbl )kepTByeM, 3aBUCUT pa3Mmep Hallero
MO)KePTBOBaHUSI BOCKPECHBIM YyTpOM. llesib 3TOM CTaTby - MOMBITaThbCs MOMOYL MpUXOKaHaMm Xxpama Cg.
Brnagumupa npuHATH pellieHue O MOoTeueHu .

ITar 1: Anoctosibl U CeaTble OTLBI yuaT, UTO Mbl CTPAHHUKM Ha 3TOM 3emsie, UTO Mbl KUBEM 3[eCh JIMIlb
BpPEMEHHO, a Hallle MMO/TMHHOe OTeUecTBO - Ha Hebecax. MbI )KuBeM B 00IIjecTBe, KOTOPOe CTaBUT Ha TepBOe
MeCTO MaTepHuasibHble eHHOCTH W TT03TOMY 3a4acTyto 3a0biBaeM 3Ty UCTHHY. Haiire 001jecTBO curTaeT BbICIIEH
LIEHHOCTbIO 3€MHYI0 >XU3Hb W HWCIIO[BOJIb (@ MOPOM M OTKPHITO) BHYLIAET HaM, UYTO >KUTb HAZl0 «3/leCb U
ceifuac», He 3a/[yMbIBasiCb O TOM, uTo OyzeT rocse. Oco3HaHWe XPUCTHAHCKOTO Hieana, 0CO3HaHHe TOro (aKTa,
YTO Ha 5TOM 3emJie Mbl JIMIIb CTPAaHHUKH, YTO Halll ICTUHHBIN /I0M He 3[eCh, a C borom, ecTh mepBbIii 1Iar K
TIPUHSTHIO PellleHusi O ToNeyeHNH.

IIar 2: MbI yacTO He 3aZlyMbIBaeMCsl OTKYy/ja UTO OepeTcs, U He TIOMHUM O TOM, KaK MbI IIPHOOpesr BCe TO, UeM
B/aZieeM B 3ToM Mupe. C feTCTBa Hac ydar IMPUIEKHO YUMTBCS U CTaparenbHO TPyAuThesa. Hac yuat, yto
Harpa/iou 3a Xopoliyto yueOy u J00pOCOBECTHBIN TPy, OyAyT BbICOKast JO/DKHOCTb, KOM(OPTHAs >KU3Hb U T.Il. B
CTapare/lbHOU yuebe 1 Tpy/e HEeT HUUETO IJIOXOr0, HalIPOTHB, TAKUM 00pa30M Mbl HCIT0/Ib3yeM U IPUYMHOKaeM
naHHble HaM borom B fjap TanaHThl. OfIHAKO BCIIOMHUM, UTO UMEHHO Bor fiaeT HaMm cusibl, 4ToOBI paboTaTh, yMm,
yTOObI YUWUTBCS, U 3[0POBbe, HeobOXoaWMoOe jisi TOro U Apyroro. B mcanmax Llaps [daBujga Mbl uuTaeM:
«l'ocriofiHs 3eM/i ¥ UTO HaroJIHSIeT ee, BCeJieHHasi U Bce >kuBylee B Hev» (ITcantups, 23:1). Anocton Makos
MPO/IO/DKAeT 3Ty MBIC/b, TOBOPSI «BCSKOe AasHue A00poe W BCSIKWM Jap COBepPILeHHbIN HUCXOJUT CBBIIIE, OT
Otua ceetoB» (Mak., 1:17). HakoHely, 1 anoctosn 1aBen HariomMuHaeT HaM Mpo «...bora >kuBaro, Aaroiiero Ham
BCé 00unbHO Ayist HacnaxaeHus» (1 Tum., 6:17). Oco3HaHHWe TOTO, UTO BCe Hallle IOCTOSTHUE MOJyueHO HaMU B
nap ot bora - BTopo#i 1mar K NpUHATUIO PellieHrs O TIOTNeueHuH .

ITar 3: B IIpaBocnaBHol LiepkBu B 3apybekbe BOMPOC O TMOMeUrTe/IbCTBe 00CyXKjancs Mano. BosmoxxHo, 3T0
OObsICHSIETCSI TeM, YTO HallM Jefbl W pOJUTeNnH, Oyayud WMMWTDaHTaM{, ObUIA CJIMIIKOM TIOTJIOIeHbI
KaKJOAHEeBHBIMU 3ab00TaMU O BBDKMBAHUU TeX MajieHbKUX TIPUXOZOB, KOTOPbie OHW OCHOBA/Id B 3MUTpAl[UH.
OpHako BCMIOMHUM, UTO TpeTh NpuTuelt ['ocriozia roBopUt o AeHbrax. Ha nepBbiii B3M/isi 3TO MOXKET 10Ka3aThbCsl
CTPaHHbBIM, Be[lb [I/Isl HAaC JeHe>KHble BOMPOChl He UMEKOT OTHOILLIEeHUs K AYXOBHOW >KHM3HU. TeM He MeHee, Kak
yuut Hac LlepkoBb, I'ocniogbs HUUEro He rOBOpPWJ BCye, U BCe CKa3aHHOe VIM BakKHO /il Halllero CIiaceHusl.
Cwmebica npuTyel, rje ['ocrnoab TOBOPUT O [leHbrax, 3aK/H0uaeTcs B TOM, UTO Hallla y4yaCTb B BEUHOCTH 3aBUCUT
OT TOro, Kak Mbl PacIiops’kaeMcsl HallluM 3eMHbIM /10CTOsiHMeM. HarpriMep, rputua o TajaHTaX, KOTopasi yuuT
HaCc OTBETCTBEHHOCTW 3a Japbl bokum, mosyuyeHHble B 3eMHOW >XU3HU. [103TOMy BOINpOC O pacrnopsbkeHun
CBOWM MMYLECTBOM OTHOCUTCSI K UYMCJTy IYXOBHBIX BOMPOCOB. Bce 3TO MogBOAUT HAC K MBIC/IA O TOM, KaK Ham
PacCIoOpsiZINTLCS JapaMU, KOTOPbIMM Haziesiu Hac bor: MaTepuaibHbIMU, (PU3HMUECKUMHU M JYXOBHBIMH, 0O 3a
BCe TIOJTy4eHHOe MbI JIO/DKHBI OyzieM /lep>KaTh OTBeT mepes; boroM, Kak CIyru repej roCIiofUHOM B TPUTYE O
tanaHtax (cm. EBanresnve ot Mardes, 25:14-29). Oco3HaHUe OTBETCTBEHHOCTH Tiepe]; borom 3a ero fiapsl - 310
TPeTUil 11ar K MPUHSTUIO PellleHus O MOoINeueHnn.

ITar 4: OOBIYHO MOXKHO JIETKO OTIpe/ie/IUTh CBOM TpeJIIouTeHNs], IPOaHa/IM3UPOBaB, Ha UTO TPATUTCs Oorblile
BCEro JieHer. 371eCb HeT HHMKaKOW MOpa/JbHOW WM [JyXOBHOW OLIEHKH, 3TO MPOCTO (PaKT Haileil Ku3Hu. Bot
TIprMep, KOTOPBI TIOMOTaeT 3TO MOHSTh: MPe/CTaBbTe, YTO Bbl IPHOOPE/TH aKL{UM WM CJie/laii Kakoe-To pyroe
KarMTasioB/IoKeHWe, TIPUYeM /I0CTaTOuHO KPYIMHOe, uTOOBbI OIIyTHUTH TOTEPI0 B Caydyae Heylauu. A Temepb
3asiymaiiTecb. Pa3Be Bbl He OyZieTe Kak/j0e yTPO HauMHaTh UTEHHeE ra3eThl CO CTPAHHULIbI OMP)KEBBIX HOBOCTEN?
Wy, BKIIOYMB TesieBU30p, TEPBBIM /leJioM HacTpawBaThbcs Ha KaHan CNBC? Ortset, ckopee Bcero, Oyzer



yTBepAUTE/bHBIM, TIOCKOJBKY BBI, €CTEeCTBEHHO, OecriokouTech O CBOUX KamnWTajgax. Haile BHHUMaHHe
obpairjaetcst K HailieMy umyiiectBy. VimeHHO 00 3ToM ['0Crofib ¥ TOBOPUIT: «I7le COKPOBHIIIE Ballle, TaM OyzeT u
cepzaue Baiie» (EBanresnve or Matdesi, 6:21). 3aMmeTbTe - Hallle BHUMaHUe MPUTATHBAeTCS K TeM HaulHaHUSIM,
Ky/Zla BJIO>KEHbI HAIlK [IeHbrd. TakuM 00pa3oM, CAeAYIOUWi IIar B MPUHATHU PEIleHUs O TMOMeYeHHuH - 3TO
pelInTh, K YeMy Mbl XOTHM O0OpaTuTh Hallle cepfie (WId BHUMaHMe). XOTMM MbI 3TOTO WM HET, Hallle
BHUMaHMe C/Ie[lyeT 3a HalllUMHU KarMTajaMyA. XOTHUM JId Mbl 00paTUTh CBOE Cep/ilie K MaTepyuaibHOMY MHUPY WU
AyxoBHOMY? EcC/u 5T0 pellieHue ellje He IPUHSATO, Hy’)KHO CHOBAa BEPHYTbCS K [IEPBOMY I11ary.

Ternepb CTAaHOBUTCSI TIOHSATHBIM, YTO MbI, MpaBOC/aBHble XpUCTHAHe, He JO/DKHbI OTHOCUTCS K TIPUHSTHIO
pelLleHHs O TIOTIeUNTe/TLCTBE JIETKOMBIC/IEHHO. [ToneueHre 0 xpame TpeOyeT OT Hac pa3AyMHUi U MJIaHUPOBaHUS.
Ecii MBI 10)KuIaeMCsT BOCKPeCHOTO cOopa TTOyKepPTBOBAaHHWM B LIEPKBU M TOTBKO TOT/IA 3ar/is/bIBaeM B KOILIETeK
Y, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT €ro COJEep>XMMOTro, pellaeM CKOJbKO TMOXXepTBOBaTb, TO Mbl He TM0OJIy4yaeéM HHKAKOU
JIlyXOBHOM TIO/Tb3bl, TOCKO/IBKY B 3TOM CJTyuyae MbI, TI0 CYIIeCTBY, BOOOIIe He MPUHUMAaeM HUKAKUX PelleHu.

B nauane crarbu rosopuioce o toMm, yTo To CKOJIBKO yenosek xeptByer 3aBucut OoT TOoro, IIOYEMY oH
>XepTByeT. [IpUuMH 7711 TIO)KEPTBOBAaHMH MHOTO U, 0€3 COMHEHHs, YBa)KaeMblli UWUTATe b, Bbl YK€ CJIBIIIAIN
MHOTHe, ec/id He Bce. IHOTIA MBI C/IBIIIMM, UTO TIPUXO[, HY>KJAeTCs B CPeACTBax [yt Oro/pKeTa CJielyrOIero
roga. MHorga - uTo B TO BpeMsl KakK Hallla CTpaHa HACTO/MLKO OoraTa, IIEPKOBHbBIE TTOXKEPTBOBAHUS, IIO
CPaBHEHHIO C TpaTaMH Ha pa3BJleueHUs], COCTAB/AIOT UL Kpoxy. Harpumep: «B LiepkBU uenoBeK KiiaJeT B
TapeJIKy [/l I0)KePTBOBAHUI OJJMH JI0//1ap. A ToC/e Cy>KObI MJeT B peCTOpaH, U JlaeT ropaszio Oosiee iieapbie
yaeBble. Pa3Be bor He 3aciykuBaet Oosnbliiero, ueM oduiuaHTKa?» HakoHel], Mbl 4acTO CJIBIIINM TIPOCHOBI O
MOKePTBOBAHUSIX, TIOCKOJIbKY TPUXOAY UTO-TO TpeOyeTcst (HOBBIM XpaM, oOsiaueHHst [jisi yXOBE€HCTBA, HOBBIM
3a/1, U T.[.) Bce 5TU npyUumnHbI BMO/HE 3aKOHHBI, TOCKO/IBLKY BO MHOTHX TMPUX0ZAX, @ MHOTJA W B HalleM, Tak U
npoucxoguT. OJHaKO, KakK y)Ke TOBOPW/IOCH BbILIE, TMOMEUUTENbCTBO - 3TO JyXOBHBIM, a He MaTepuaabHbIN
Borpoc. Hamm mokepTBOBaHUSI AOJDKHBI ie/laTbCsl U3 JIFOOBU K Bory, a He 10 KakOW-TO [pyroi TNpUUWHe.
JItoboBb Oblyla MPUUWHON COTBOpeHUsi borom uenoBeka, W3 mo6BU K moasM OH mocian Ha 3emmo CBoero
enrHopopHoro ChiHa, yTOOBI MBI BHOBb CMOTJIM BOUTH B Pali, IOTepsIHHBIN B TPeX0ra/leHUH HallliM TPaoTLeM
Apnamom. JIo60Bb - TpUUMHA TBOPEHWs, W J/OOOBb JIO/DKHA OBITh TMPUUWHON Halllero Bo3jasHus bory.
«dobpoxotHo garomjero mobut Bor» (2 Kop. 9:7). Utak, To TIOYEMY wMmsbl xeptByem (/o60Bb K Bory)
orpenensier CKOJIBKO MbI >kepTByeM, 100 ecii Bor cTosb 1je[po oflapuil Hac, pa3Be He eCTeCTBEHHA Hailla
GnaromapHocth 3a Ero pgapbi? Camoe BO3BbILLIEHHOE W YKUCTOe TMOOyXKAeHWe /s TIOKePTBOBAHUM, ISt
TIoTeyeHus 0 Xpame - 3To bmarogapHocTh bory, 6narogapHocTs 3a Ero mo60Bb K HaM.

Hakoner, naBaiite obparumcst K Tomy, KAK Ham niposiBUTh morieueHre o ToM, 4eM bor opapun Hac. CB. MoaHH
31aToyCT, Ubl0 JUTYPrUI0 Mbl COBepllaeM KaXK/loe BOCKpeceHbe, YYMT HacC, 4TO ec/id JecsiTiHa (TO ecThb
nokeptBoBaHue 10% Bcero, uem Hajenn Hac bor) TpeboBanack BeTxum 3aBeToM, TO OT HAaC, TIOTYUYUBIIUX OT
Tocnopa Wucyca Xpucra Hoeiii 3aBeT - 3aBeT m00BU - TpeOyetcs emle Gosbiie. OH TIPUBOAUT B TIpUMeEpP
JKU3Hb TIEPBbIX XPUCTHAH, Y KOTOPBIX BCe ObII0 obiiee. [IeiCTBUTE/BLHO JIU 3TH TPeOOBaHUSI OTHOCSTCS K HaM?
He aBiisieTcs /v LilepKOBHas JecsiThHA 4eM-To 4ykAbIM [IpaBoc/iaBuio, IpoTeCTaHTCKUM HOBOBBeJeHHeM? DTOT
BOTIPOC YacTO BbI3bIBae€T HeMOHMMaHWe. B /1eHCTBUTENBHOCTH JecaThHA Oblla YCTAaHOB/IEHA BETXO3aBETHBHIM
3akoHOM MoriceeBbIM, KOTOPbIH ObIT oTMeHeH AtioctoiamMu. OfHako, B CesilieHHOM [IMcaHuy Mbl UMTaeM, UTO
emje 10 Mouces:t ABpaam mocsie n3bapnenus Jlora ot uapsi Kegopiaomepa Bctpetun Mesxucezeka, KOTOPOMY
oTaan «gaecsaTyro yactb u3 Bcero» (BuiT. 14:20). Otupbl LlepkBu yuaT Hac, yto Menxucesek sBseTCS
BeTX03aBeTHbIM TipooOpa3zom ['ocrmoga Mucyca Xpucra u, Takum o0pa3oM, ABpaam Bo3zasn gecsatuHy Camomy
Tocriopny.

OsHayaeT /i 3TO, 4YTO MBI, IpaBoc/iaBHble XpuctuaHe, OBA3AHDBI xeptBoBath fgecaTvHy? OTBeT Ha 3TOT
BOTPOC, CKOpee BCEero, HeoAHO3HauHbIi. HeKOoTOopble CUMTAIOT, UTO O00sA3aHBI, JPyTHe - UTO HeT, TPEeTbU
BO3/lep’KUBAIOTCA OT oTBeTa. OZiHAKO U3 BCero CKa3aHHOIO BbILIE SICHO, YTO TOTeUeHre 0 XpaMe - 3TO pelleHue,
OTHOCSILleeCsl K JAYXOBHOM >XKM3HU KaXKAOW cembu. M MO3TOMy jyullie TPUHSTH 3TO pelleHre TepBbIM, WU
BMeCTe C APYTUMHM Ba)KHEWIIMMHU pellleHUssMA O ceMelHOM Oromkerte. Eciu Mbl, yke pacripefesiiB Bce
cpezcTBa, OylneM AymMaTb O TOM, OCTaj0Ch JIM UTO-TO Ha TOIMEYEeHHEe O XpaMe, TO MbI He MOJyudM JYXOBHOMN



0/b3bl, OO TakuM 0Opa3oM MbI He OTJjaeM bory HauaTku Hamux TpyzoB («UTtu ['ocrmoza oT UMeHust TBOeTro U
OT HAYaTKOB BCEX INMPHUOBLITKOB TBOMX» [Iputum, 3:9). [lecsiTiHa, BO3MOXKHO, MTOCU/IbHA [T HEKOTOPBIX, HO He
/st Bcex. Bce 3aBucHUT OT BO3MokHOCTe. OpfHako, OyZieM MOMHHTH O TOM, UTO Ka)K[j0€ BOCKDECEeHbe MbI
JIOJDKHBI TIpuHecTH bory pgap, kak yuut Amnocrton [TaBen «B mepBbii [leHb HeZe/id KaXK[bld U3 BacC MyCThb
omiaraet y cebsi u cOeperaeT, CKOIbKO MO3BOJTUT eMy cocTosiHue» (1-e rocsianue K Kopuadsitam, 16:2).

[Toxkany#, Ka’kJjoOMy W3 Hac CTOUT OLIEHWTb CBOW BKJIaJ IO W3/I0)KEHHbIM BbIlIE YeThipeM MyHKTam. MoXXHO
MOJIONTH K 3TOMY JIyXOBHOMY BOIIPOCY TaK >ke, KaK Mbl HauMHaeM COO/IFO[aTh TOCThI: TIOCTENEeHHO, IIar 3a
I11aroM, HEeYKJIOHHO TIPO/IBUTAsICh BIIePe/l, He TbITasiCh CpPa3y JAO0CTUYb LIeJTH OJHUM CKaukoM. UTOObI TOMOUb BamM
MIPUHSATH PeIlieHre, MbI TIpe/ljlaraeM HeCKOJIbKO BapUAHTOB, U3 KOTOPBIX Bbl MOXKETe BbIOpATh OZIVH A1J1s Ce0sl, U K
KOTOPBIM BbI MOXKETE CTPEMUTHLCS B OyzyliieM (CTPOKH BbiZiesieHbl [171s yA00CTBa M0/Ib30BaHMUs):

T'ogoBOi A0X0/ CeMbH O01asa cymma E>xemecsauHoe E>xeHefennbHOE
MO)KepPTBOBAHU I M0)KepTBOBaHHe MO)KepPTBOBaHHe

$25,000

3% IOXepTBOBAaHHE $750.00 $62.50 $14.42

5% 1oXepTBOBaHUe $1250.00 $140.17 $24.39

10% mo)kepTBOBAHHE $2500.00 $208.34 $48.08
$35,000

3% 10)XepTBOBaHKE $1050.00 $87.50 $20.19

5% IOKePTBOBAHKE $1750.00 $145.83 $33.65

10% mo)kepTBOBaHME $3500.00 $291.67 $67.31
$50,000

3% mo)KepTBOBaHUE $1500.00 $125.00 $28.85

5% IOKePTBOBAHKE $2500.00 $208.33 $48.08

10% 1no)kepTBOBaHUE $5000.00 $416.67 $96.15
$75,000

3% MO)KepTBOBaHUE $2250.00 $187.50 $43.27

5% MOXKePTBOBAHKE $3750.00 $312.50 $72.12

10% mniokepTBOBaHHE $7500.00 $625.00 $114.23
$100,000

3% 1oxepTBOBaHME $3000.00 $250.00 $57.69

5% T0)XepPTBOBAHUE $5000.00 $416.67 $96.15

10% no)kepTBOBaHKe $10,000.00 $833.33 $192.31

C obummMu Borpocamu 0 noggepskke CesATo-BiiaiMUpPCKOro Npuxoza, Wiy BOIIPOCAMU O TOM, KaK C/iefiaTb 3T0
HauayqmM obpa3om (OosibIle BCEro Mo/b3bl MPUXO/Y IPUHOCST Pery/isipHble I0KepTBOBAHHUS), IIPOCUM
obpatriatbes K 0. I'puropuro, HauieMy crapocte, Ajekcero ([)keky) Muruesnny, uin uneHy obpa3oBaTebHOM
rpyIIbI NpUXoACKoro coBeta, Kcennu (Jlete) HUKynbIIMHOM.

Ja Bo3HarpaauT Bac bor 3a Bauy 1mejpocTh!



St. Vladimir Orthodox Church

A Parish of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad
Ann Arbor, MI ~ Founded 1981

MEMBERSHIP FORM*
WE WELCOME ALL TO BECOME MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH!!!

To be a member of our parish you must be an Orthodox Christian (so, if you come to St. Vladimir’s but haven’ taken the step of
becoming an Orthodox Christian yet, please talk to Fr. Gregory—or to anyone in the parish...they’ll be happy to visit with you and
will most likely suggest you talk to Fr. Gregory about becoming an Orthodox Christian). If you’re an Orthodox Christian but not 21
years old yet, please wait until you are (formalities do have a place). Next, you have to pay “established membership dues.” This is
another formality, but unlike the “21 years old” requirement, on the dues issues we are extremely flexible. Material support of the
Church is not exactly optional - all who worship in the Church are expected to provide material support - but our dues are more for
record keeping than revenue generating purposes. They are symbolic. As a parish family we have established dues as $55 per year
for employed adults and $27.50 for non-employed adults. But if that is an issue for you please talk to Fr. Gregory. Please review and
fill out this form.

Attestation: I am an Orthodox Christian of not less than 21 years of age and wish to be a member of St.
Vladimir Orthodox Church. The definition of a member according the Normal Parish By-Laws is:

All Orthodox Christians of both sexes, regardless of their nationality, who have reached the age of 21 years,
who pay the established membership dues, who make their confession and take Holy Communion not less
than once a year, and who take care of the moral and economic welfare of the parish may become parish

members.

In addition, those living in open violation of the Church Canons may not be parish members.

By checking this box I affirm my understanding that to maintain membership I must continue to
meet the above criteria. I also affirm that I have paid my membership dues or have asked that a
portion of my regular support be directed to that purpose.

Name (printed):

Signature: Date:

Address:

Phone: Email;

If married, what is the date of your wedding anniversary?

Please include the following information for yourself and all other Orthodox members of your family who will
be attending St. Vladimir's with you:

Name Birthday Patron Saint & Name's Day**

I affirm by signing above and checking this box that all information provided by me on last year's
membership form has not changed.

*Each adult member should fill out a copy of this form — suggested dues are $55/year/member but any amount is theoretically acceptable. Based on
the Normal Parish Bylaws we must have membership dues, but the parish is much more interested in members tithing regularly (since this is
spiritually profitable) than in set membership dues. Please contact Fr. Gregory with questions in this regard.

**Please contact Fr. Gregory if you have questions in this regard: ogrisha@stvladimiraami.org or 734-649-5746



IIpaBociaBHbIM Xpam CBsaToro Biaagumuipa

IMpuxon Pycckoii [TpaBociaBHoM LlepkBu 3arpanuiieii
AnH-Ap60p, Muuuran ~ OcHoBaH B 1981 1.

AHKETA Y/IEHA ITPUXOJA*
ITPUITIAITAEM BCEX CTATHb YWIEHAMMW HALIEI'O ITPUXOOA!!!

Unenamu npuxoda mozym Obimb NpasocaasHble XpucmuaHe (ecau bl xooume 8 Cesimo-Baadumupckuli xpam, HO ewje He NPUHSAU
Ilpasocnasue, obpamumechb k o. I'puzoputo uau Opy2uMu NpUXoMHCaHaMu — OHU ece20a padbl pAccKA3amb O MOM, KAK cmamb
npaeocaasHbiM xpucmuaHuvom). IlpasocaasHbiv xpucmuaHam, He oocmuewium 21 200a, npudemcst nodoxcoamb (popmanbHOCMU
mooice umerom 3HaueHue). 3amem caedyem 3anaamumb «yCMAHOBAEHHble UleHCKUEe 83HOChbl». Omo modice (hopManbHOCMb, HO, 8
omauyue om mpebogaHuil K 8o3pacmy, 8 OMHOWEHUU 83HOCO8 Mbl nposiensiem bobuLylo 2ubkocmb. MamepuanbHas nodoepicKa
Llepkeu He coscem 006PO60AbHA, NOCKOABKY 0X#CUOAEmCsi Om 6ceX NPUXONHCaH, OOHAKO 8 HAwleM npuxode 83HOChbl 83UMAIOMCS He
CMonbKo 0415 cbopa cpedcms, CKOAbKO 04151 ydema U SeAsomces cumeonuyeckumu. Haw npuxod ycmaHosua 83Hocbl 8 pasmepe $55 8
200 das pabomarowjux, u $27.50 015 Hepabomarowjux, HO ecau 3mo 8bi3bleaem 3ampyoHeHus, obpamumecs K o. I'pueoputo. IIpocum
8HUMAMebHO NpoYecmb U 3aN0AHUMb 3my Gopmy.

OdmnuanbHoe 3asiBreHue: S MpaBoC/IaBHbIM XPUCTHAHUH, JOCTUrIINN 21 rofia, v )Keslato CTaTh YIeHOM
Cearo-Bnagumupckoro npuxoga. Onpezenenue uieHa, coryiacCHo HopmanbHOMY NIPUXOZACKOMY yCTaBy:

YeHamu npuxoda moz2ym cmanb éce Npaeoc/aéHble Xpucmuaxe, He3agUCUMo oim no/a u

HayuoHaabHocmu, docmuzwiue 21 200a, Komopbie njaamsim ycmaHoe/eHHble 63HOChl, UCNOBEAYIOMCcsl U

npuuawjatomcs Cesmbix TaliH He pedice ueM pa3 @ 200, u 3abomsaujuecst 0 MOPA/IbHOM U MaMepuaabHOM
0/1a20cOCMOSAHUU NpuXxood.

IMomumo 3mozo, uneHamu npuxoda He Mo2ym b6bimb AUYA, OMKPbIMO HApywaroujue KaHoHb! Llepkau.

51 moTBepPKAAI0 OTMETKOM B 3TOM rpadye, UTo MOHMMAI0 0053aTe/IbHOCTh COOTBETCTBHA BhIIIEYKa3aHHBIM
KPUTEpHUsAM, YT00bI 0CTaBaThCs WIEHOM Npuxoja. 51 Takke MOATBEP)K/[Al0, YTO 3aIl/IaTH/I WIEHCKHEe B3HOCHI,
WJIM JKe MOMPOCUJI OTYUC/IATH Ha B3HOCHI YaCTh MOMX pery/isAipHbIX N0)KePTBOBAHMI.

@.1.0. (meuatHbiMU OyKBaMu):

ITogruce: Hara:

Apnpec:

Tenedon: Email:

Iata BeHuUaHus (ec/iy cocTouTe B Opake):

[Tpocum ykasarts crieyroryro nHpopMaruio o cebe 1 060 Bcex APYTrUx MPaBOC/IaBHBIX UleHaX CEMbH, KOTOPbIe
OyayT noceijate CBsATO-BraguMUpCKuil Xxpam:

Nma [leHb DOXKeHWs CBATOU IOKPOBUTEJIL U JeHL aHrena**

CBoeil NOANKCHIO U 0TMETKOM B 3T0i1 rpade s1 mogTBEpKAAI0, YTO MH(pOpPMaIlus, yKa3aHHas B
NPOII/IOr0jHeH aHKeTe, He U3MeHH/1acCh.

*KaocObll 63pocabiil uneH npuxoda 0ondceH 3anoaHums 3my ¢opmy — pekomeHOyemble exce200Hble 83HOChbI cocmaegasiom $55, Ho, meopemuyecku,
donycmuma mobas cymma. CoenacHo HopmanbHOMy npuxodckomy ycmagy Mbl OOMNHCHbI YCMAHOBUMb UeHCKUe 83HOChl, 0OHAKO 0/151 npuxodda
pezy/sipHble NoJCepmeosaHus NpUXodcaH (Kaxk 6osnee dywienonesHble) npednoumumesnsHee yCmMaHoe1eHHbIX 83H0C08. C 80npocamu npocum

obpawjambcs K o. I'puzoputo.
**[Ipocum obpawjambcs K o. I'puzoputo, ecau y 603HUKHym 8onpochbl: ogrisha@stvladimiraami.org unu 734-649-5746



