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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
First the Sunday finances for the last few weeks, then a short review of our YTD picture (YTD is “year
to date”--not my acronym as you might have guessed)
Sunday Finances-July 24 through August 7:
Offering at regular services --Total,OARS ( not including ACH), $6,830
Building Fund--$733 plus $1600 for unused material from maintenance building construction
Sisterhood meals: $766 plus $919 at our patronal feast
Commentary on the last few weeks--”Thank God for our hardworking rector and our hardworking
sisters! Thank God for our benefactors and generous friends! In short, thank God!”
Now here is a brief review of our YTD situation.
I think the first thing to note is that we completed the construction of the maintenance building and the
paving of our new drive and most of the parking.
I hope you all are as pleased with the paving as I am. It really makes our little corner of God’s earth
look so much better, and, odd as it seems, the parking space lines really do make a difference. As far as
the maintenance building is concerned, I confess that my satisfaction is not as unqualified. Financially
we couldn’t swing a proper electrical hook up or the four inch concrete slab floor. God willing, those
improvements will be completed sooner rather than later, but for the next several weeks the parish
needs to focus on the 2016 Russian Festival.
Last year at this time I was writing the second 2015 “Starosta’s corner” after yet another parish miracle
had relieved the pressure I was feeling as tens of thousands of dollars of bills were coming in during
the construction of the drive and parking and as the festival was approaching I didn’t know if we’d
have an electrical hook up and our summer OARS were doing their usual summer nosedive. Last year
at this time Carl Rinne’s son John made a very generous donation that really helped us make it through
last summer. This summer we have an electrical hook up, we have a paved drive and some paved
parking and as long as we don’t have torrential rains, we should have festival parking for on our empty
acres. However, like last year summer OARS have nosedived. But, Glory to God, I am not in the same
sort of panic as I was last year. I’m in a different sort of panic.
Actually, I’m not in much of a panic at all, but I do recognize that to pay our core expenses we are still
very reliant on income from sources besides the offering at regular services, and this year we have not
received the same kind of support from WIND (my acronym for “what is not ‘diocesan’”, i.e. donations
that are not included in our calculation of the parish tithe to the diocese. For instance ‘wills, interest,
neighbors’ donations’).
Where does that leave us? Well, our expenses this year are almost exactly the same as last year if we
exclude building expenses. However, our income (except the bank loan), is down $40,000. That reflects

John Rinne’s gift and two other memorial gifts the parish received in the first half of 2015.
What the numbers reflect, in fact, is that OARS are up nearly $2,000 YTD despite a nearly $8,000 drop
in the automatic offering program (ACH). That means that the Sunday donations in the “basket” have
increased by more than 15% from nearly $60,000 to nearly $70,000,! That is beautiful to see.
The image of the basket and the idea that we are increasing our offering very literally in the Sunday
basket is beautifully reminiscent of the verses from Deuteronomy: “Thou shalt take of the first of all
the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt put
it in a basket” (Deut. 26:2) God grant us the strength to continue on this path. I hope you have a chance
to reread of these verses from Deuteronomy.
I also hope that we can all appreciate a very unexpected lesson (as well as odd and not entirely pleasant
“benefit”) that has come about from the drop in the automatic donation program (ACH). That
lesson/benefit is that our parish must work diligently to avoid being dependent on too few people to
pay for our core expenses. This is not to say, of course, that we do not welcome large financial
offerings. We do welcome them. However, our core costs concern our basic worship, and these costs
the parish needs to bear as broadly as possible.
And so, as I look at the numbers for the the year to date, I realize that we are making good progress
even as it seems differently at first blush. As I look forward I’m confident that, though there will be
challenges, we will continue to make progress. We’ve taken on an $80,000 loan that will need to be
either paid off or refinanced by 2021. For the time being we can handle the $700 a month in financing
costs, but please consider helping to lower that debt since every dollar donated to lower the debt
principal saves the parish interest costs as well.
The next “Starosta’s Corner” will come out after the 2016 Russian Festival. Please help make that a
success.
Thank you for your generosity and prayers.
In Christ,
Nathaniel
Nathan (Nathaniel) Longan,
Parish Warden (Starosta)
St. Vladimir Orthodox Church
9900 Jackson Rd.
Dexter, MI 48130

