Holy Orders: Sacramental Continuity

TO SPEAK OF "holy orders" in the Church is of necessity to speak of the Church herself. The
Church is a living body, perpetuated through time and space. No living organic being is formless and
orderless — and no more so is the Church. It is not within our scope here to provide a detailed
history of the growth of order in the Church — a magnificent story of the guidance of the Holy Spirit
in the first century of the Church’s life. Neither can we here enter into an extended apologetic, citing
the extensive writings of the early Fathers of the Church concerning her order and the place of orders
within the Body. But it is necessary that we attempt to sketch the form which became quite clear in
the Church before the first hundred years of her life had passed, and the place within that order of
sacramental ordination.

It was the Apostles’ mission to go forth into the world to preach the Good News, to "teach all
nations... to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" (Matt. 28:20). As this mission
was carried out, there came into being many local assemblies of the Church — the faithful in a given
place who came together in oneness of spirit with the whole Church to worship and live. The
Apostles did not leave these local congregations formless but rather appointed over them elders to
lead, teach, serve and preside at the celebrations of the Mysteries — both "episcopos" (bishop) and
"presbyteros" (elder/priest) were used to designate these persons. These successors to the Apostles,
consecrated by them, clearly stood at the center of life of the local congregations as living links with
the Apostles and the other congregations and thereby with Christ Himself. As they neared the ends of
their lives and as bishops were needed in other newly-established congregations, they in turn
consecrated successors to carry on this living, vital tradition. "Tradition" means "that which is
handed on."

The bishops, as they came to be called, were the teachers of the faith, the carriers of Tradition, and
the living vessels of the Grace which enables the true celebration of the Holy Mysteries. Wherever
true Orthodox Christianity continues to be lived and taught, they continue to fulfil the same function
today. While our Lord alone is the head of His Body the Church, the bishop is the head — the center
of life and direction — of each local congregation of the Church, usually called a diocese.

It soon became apparent that bishops alone were inadequate to the task of the celebration of the
Mysteries and teaching the faith in all the places where these were needed, and there came into being
a distinct second order, that of priests, extensions of the bishop, to do his work with and for him.
Priests were and are ordained by the bishop. They are given, by laying-on-of-hands, Grace to
function as the bishops’ right-hand-men, doing his work (with the exception of ordinations and some
blessings reserved to the bishop) in places and at times when the bishop cannot personally serve.

The third principal order of the Church is that of deacons — those appointed to serve. The ordination
of the first deacons is recorded in the sixth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. Their function then
and now is to attend to the material works of mercy of the Church and to assist the bishop or priest in
the celebration of the Mysteries.

Each of the orders (bishops, priests, deacons) exists for service to the Church — to provide for the
whole Church the Holy Mysteries and to serve as a bearer of the Holy Tradition. This function,
which is performed on behalf of and as part of the whole people of God, the Church, is one which
cannot be arrogantly claimed by an individual but rather must be bestowed upon him by the action of
the Church. For any ordination, Orthodox Tradition clearly insists upon the common action of the



bishop, who as the vessel of the sacramental Grace must actually perform the ordination, and of the
people as a whole, who must either actually elect the candidate, or during the ordination itself ratify
his selection by proclaiming him "Axios" — Worthy!

All ordinations have essentially the same form: the laying of the bishop’s hands upon the candidate’s
head with an invocation of Divine Grace, the bestowal upon the candidate of the instruments of his
office (both the particular vestments to be used and appropriate books), and the proclamation by the
bishop, attending clergy, and the people present of his worthiness. The consecration of a bishop is
initiated by his election by the whole hierarchy of his Church, continues with his declaration before
his fellow bishops of the faith he proclaims, and is confirmed by all the consecrating bishops (at least
two or three, as he is consecrated for the whole Church and not just for a single diocese), each of
whom places one hand on the new bishop’s head and the other on the open book of the Gospels.

The Holy Spirit is not subject to human constraint, but it is apparent to anyone who has experienced
the life of Orthodox Christianity that this very Holy Spirit has provided an orderly manner for the
continuation in their midst of the Grace of Pentecost for the people of God. This Grace in the
Mysteries provides for true spiritual food and drink, forgiveness of sins, healing, and life for the
members of the living Body of Christ. We deceive ourselves if we suppose that apart from this
Grace, apart from membership in the Body of Christ, we are assured of life as followers of Christ
Jesus and inheritors of the Kingdom of God.

TanucTrBo CBANIEHCTBA

B TtamnctBe CBsleHCTBA, WJIM XUPOTOHWH, MPU3HAHHBIA [lepKoBBIO, AOCTONHBIMN KaHAHMIAT
pyKoIioyiaraeTcs B €MHUCKolla, IPecBUTEpa MM JAMAaKOHA W ToirydaeT Omarogats Cesroro Jlyxa mis
CBAllIeHHOTO ciny>keHus Llepksu XpuctoBoi.

Casamennuueckoe ciykeHne B LlepkBu 0coOeHHO OarogaTHo: MOCIKOJIBKY 3/1€Ch U MPEICTOSHHE
nepen ['ocmojoM B MOJWTBE 3a Bech HapoA; M npuHeceHne bory Ha boxectBeHHoN JluTyprum
OeckpoBHOIi JKepTBHI OT JIHIIa BCEX BEPYIOIIUX; U PYKOBOJCTBO AyIIaMu Jrojel Ha myTH K LlapcTBy
HebGecnomy; u macenne boxus crana, cnenys npumepy I'ocnoga Mucyca Xpucra, ckazasmiero: "f -
MacThIpb JOOPHIA, U 3Hat0O Moux, 1 Mowu 3HatoT MeHsl... [lacTeipb 700OpBINA AylTy CBOIO TMOJIAraeT 3a
ogell..." U ecnu B kKaxJ0oM 100poM Jierne Mbl McnpaimmBaeM boxus 61arociioBeHus: ¥ MOMOIIH, TO,
TeM Oosee, MpU BCTYIUICHUH Ha BCIO JKU3HBb B MACTBIPCKOE CIYXKEHHE JOJDKHA MPU3bIBaThCs boxkus
61arosiaTh, 06JaroCIOBIAIONIAS STOT MOJBUT, COACHCTBYIONIAs U YKPEIIAtomas Oy Iyiero nacTelps.
bnarocinioBeHre HM3BOAMTCS HA MPUCTYIAIOIIETO K TMPUHATHIO Japa CBSIIEHHOCTYKEHHUS, 4Yepe3
PYKOIIOJIO)KEHHE OT eMUCKONa, KOTOPhIM caM HOCHT, TIO MPEeMCTBY, OJarojarh CBALICHCTBA, MPH
MOJIUTBE COOOpa CBAIICHHOCTYKUTEJICH M BCEr0 HapOAa, MPUCYTCTBYIOIIETO Ha OOTOCITyKEHHH.

CB}IH_IGHHOQ IIucanue npaer NpsAMBIC W SICHBIC YKa3aHHMA Ha TO, YTO IIOCTABJICHHUC HaA CTCIICHb
CBAIICHCTBA €CTb C006H_[€HI/I€ ocoboro 6J'IaFO,I[aTHOFO Aapa, 0e3 KOTOpPOTO 3TO CIIYKCHHUC
HCBO3MOXXHO.

CremeHeil CBSIIIEHCTBA TPHU: JHWAKOH, TPecBUTEp (CBAIIEHHUWK) W eMUCKON (apxuepei).
[TocBsiaeMslii B TuakoHa MoJy4aeT 0Jarofarh CIyKEHHsI IPH COBEPIIEHUH TAMHCTB, TTOCBAIIAEMBIN
BO CBSIIEHHHUKA TMOJy4aeT OJaronaTh COBEpIIAaTh TAWHCTBA, a MOCBSIIAEMBI BO €MUCKOMA, KpoMe
TOTO, MOJIy4aeT OJaroAaTh U APYTruX MOCBSIIATH JJII COBEpPIICHNUS TAUHCTB.



TauHCTBO CBSAIIEHCTBA €CTh 00KECTBEHHOE YCTAHOBJIEHME, KaK CBHJIETEIbCTBYeET am. [laBen, koraga
rosoput, uro Cam ['ocnone Mucyc Xpucroc "mocraBumil OJHUX arlOCTOJNAMH, APYTUX IPOPOKAMH,
WHBIX €BAHTEIMCTAaMH, UHBIX MTACTBIPSIMHU U YYUTEISMH, K COBEPILIECHHIO CBATHIX , HA JEJIO CIYyKCHUS,
s cosunanns Tema Xpucrosa" (Edec. 4:11-12).

OO0 n30paHMu M PYKOIIOJIOKEHUH CAMHUMH CB. allOCTOJIAMH TEPBBIX JHAKOHOB TOBOPHUTCS B KHHUTE
Hesauit Anoctonbekux: "Mx [M30paHHBIX JIOABMHU MYKEH| MOCTaBWIM Tepe] arnoCTOJaMH, U CUU
[amocTOoJIbI | TOMOJNIMBIIUCH BO3JOKWIM Ha HUX pykH" ([esH. 6:6). O pyKOMonI0kKeHUH IPECBUTEPOB
roBoputcs: "PyKOIooKUB UM IPECBUTEPOB B KaXKIOW LEpKBH, OHU [amoctounbl [laBen u Bapnasa]
MMOMOJIHITUCH C TTOCTOM U npeaanu ux ['ocnoxy, B Kotoporo ysepoanu" (desn. 14:23).

B nocnanmsax k Tumodero m Tuty, xoropeix am. IlaBenm mocTaBui eNnuCKONaMu, TOBOPUTCS:
"Harmommuaro Tebe [en. Tumodero] BosrpeBath [lap boxwuii, koTopeiii B Tebe depe3 Moe
pykomonoxkerne" (1 Twum. 1:6). "I toro s moctaBwn tebs [en. Tura] B Kpure, 9To0BI THI
JOBEPIIIIT HEJOKOHUYEHHOE W MOCTaBUII IO BCEM TOpPOJIaM MPEeCcBUTEPOB, Kak s TeOe mosenen" (Tur.
1:5). HacraBnss enuckomna Tumodest ObITh OCMOTPUTENBHBIM MIPU BO3BEJICHUN HOBBIX KaHIUIATOB B
CBSIILIEHHBIN caH, mumer: "Pyk HM Ha KOro He BO3Jarail MOCHEIIHO, U HE Jeaics Y4acCTHHKOM B
qy)ux rpexax. Xpanu ce0s yuctbiM" (1 Tum. 5:22). O HpaBCTBEHHBIX KauyecTBaxX KaHIUAATOB B
cBslIeHHbIe cTeneny amn. [laBen numert: "Ho enuckon gomkeH ObITh HEMOPOYEH... J{MaKOHBI JOKHBI
Ob1Th yecTHBL..." (1 Tum. 3:2, 8).

U3 stux u npyrux mect HoBozaBerHoro [lucanust BUIHO, YTO, KK aloCTOJbl, TAK U UX IPEEMHUKH,
BO-TIEPBBIX, TOBCEMECTHO MOJBICKMBAIIN KaHAUAATOB B Pa3HbIC CBSIIEHHBIE CTEIICHH, d, BO-BTOPHIX,
4yTO TauHCTBO CBSIIEHCTBA OHU COBEPIIAIN BO3JIOKEHHEM PYK.

[Ipumevanus

TaunctBo CBsIIEHCTBA COBEpIIAETCS B ajiTape, y INpecToiia MpH apXHEpeHCKOM CIIy>KeHUU
Jlutyprun. B auakoHbl U BO CBSILIEHHUKHU TMOCBSIIAET OJMH €MHCKOI, a TOCBSAILICHHE B E€MHUCKOIBI
COBEpIIAeTCss COOOPOM EMUCKOIIOB, MO KpaiiHe Mepe JBYMs.

[TocBsimenne B AMAKOHBI coBepuIaeTcst Ha JIMTypruu mocie OCBSIICHUs JapoB, YeM MOKa3bIBAETCS,
YTO JMAaKOH HE IMOJIydaeT MpaBa COBEPIIATh TAMHCTBA;, B CBANICHHHUKH ITOCBAIIAIOT HA "TUTYPTUU
BEepHBIX" TOCIIe "BENIMKOTO BBIXO/A," 94TOOBI TOCBAIICHHBIN, KaK IMOJYYUBIINN HA TO HAIJICKAIILYIO
Osarofath, MPUHSIT Y4acTHE B OCBSIICHUHU JApOB; B SIHCKOIIBI e MOCBSIIAIOT BO BpeMs "JTUTYpruu
OTJIalIeHHBIX " MOCe ""'Majgoro BXoja," 4eM MOKa3bIBaeTCs, YTO EMUCKOITY JaeTcs MPaBO MOCBAIIATH
JPYTHUX B pa3HbIC CBSIICHHBIC CTCTICHH.

Camoe BaxXHOE JIeHCTBHE IIPU MOCBSILICHUN €CTh ApXUEPENCKOe BO3TI0KEHUE PYK C IPU3bIBAHUEM Ha
nocssmaemoro Onarozatu Cs. [lyxa, U MOITOMy 3TO HOCBSILEHUE HA3bIBACTCS PYKONOJIOKEHHUEM,
WM 10 TPEYECKU, XUPOTOHUEH.

Pyxomonaraemslii B AMaKOHBI WJIM B CBAIICHHUKH BBOJUTCS B anTaph depe3 Iapckue Bpata. [lo
TPOEKPATHOM OOXOXJIEHHH BOKPYT MPECTOJNA WM IEJIOBAHHM €r0 YIJIOB OH MOKIJIOHAETCS Hpea HHUM.
Apxuepeil TOKpBIBa€T €ro rojoBy KOHIIOM CBOEro omodopa, TPHKAbI OCCHSET €€ KPEeCTHBIM
3HaMEHHEM |, BO3JIO)KMB Ha HEE CBOI0 pPYyKy, NPOBO3IVIANIAET BCIYX, YTO JTOTO 4YelOBEKa
"BoxecTBeHHas! 0JIaroAaTh... MPOPYUYECTBYET (T. €. MPOU3BOAUT Yepe3 PYKOMOJIOKEHUE) BO IUAKOHA
(unm ke mpecBUTEpa); moMoauMcst yoo o HeMm, Jla IpuueT Ha Hero Omarogats Bceecssitoro [yxa."
Ha xmupoce moror no-rpedecku: "Kupue eneucon" ("T'ocnogm, momumiyit"). Ilpu Bo3noxeHun Ha



PYKOIOJIOXKEHHOTO CBSIIEHHBIX OJEXJ, COOTBETCTBYIOLIMX €ro caHy, apxuepeil Bo3IUIallaeT:
"Akcuoc!" (Hoctoun"), u 310 "akcmoc" MOBTOPSIOT BCE CBAMICHHOCHY)XHUTETH W meBuue. [locme
o0yiayeHus, CBSIMICHHOCTYXKAlle TOH CTENeHH, K KOTOPOH NPHHAUICKUT PYKOIOJIOKEHHBIH,
[ENYIOT HOBOIIOCTABJICHHOT'O, KaK CBOEro coOpara, ¥ OH BMECTe C HHUMH NPHHUMAET y4acTHE B
JnanpHeimeM xojae Jlutypruu.

ITouT OOMHAKOBO C ITHM MPOUCXOAMUT IOCBSIIEHHE B EMUCKOIBL, C TEM JIMIIb OTIMYHEM, YTO
MOCBSINAEMBI Ipen HavaiuoM JIuTyprum nocpenvHe UEPKBU BCIyX IPOU3HOCUT MCIIOBENAHUE
ITpaBocnaBHOM Bepbl M OO€LIaHME KaK CIEAyeT M0 3aKOHY IPOXOIUTb CBOE CIIy>KEHHE, a IOCIe
"Majoro Bxoja," BO BpeMs II€HMs '"TPUCBATOrO," NMPUBOAMUTCSA B aJITapb U CTAHOBUTCSA Ha KOJEHA
nepes IpPecToJIOM; KOrJa K€ 3aTeéM IEPBEHCTBYIOUIMM B CIy’)KEHUH apXuepedl YHUTaeT MOJIUTBY
MOCBSILEHUS, TO BCE apXUEPEU, CBEPX BO3JIOKECHUS HA MOCBALIAEMOI0 CBOMUX PYK, IEpKaT elle HaJ
€ro roJIoBoi OTKpeITOe EBanrenye nuceMenamMu BHU3.

B coBpemeHHOH mpakTHKe, [UId enuckoma Oe30paune o00S3aTeNnbHO, XOTS B IIEPBbIE BEKa
XPUCTHAHCTBAa MHOTHE €MMCKOIbI ObUIN jKeHAThl M uMenH aeteil. OObivaii 6e30payuus Ui eNUCKOIIOB
ykpenuicsa mocie 6-ro Bcenenckoro Co6opa. UTo ke Kacaercsl CBSIILICHHUKOB M JMAKOHOB, TO
IlepkoBp pemmnaa Takoro o0sA3aTeNbHOr0 OpeMEHM Ha HMX HE BO3/ararbh, a CJIEJ0BATb APEBHEMY
IIPaBUITy, BO30paHssl CBSILEHHOCIIYKUTENISAM 0 NOJIY4EHUH UMM XMPOTOHUH BCTyHaTh B Opak, HO
JIOIyCKasi K TAaMHCTBY CBSILEHCTBA JIUII, YK€ CBSI3aHHBIX OpakoM, M Ja)ke MOYMTas 3TO 3a HOPMY.
BropoOpaunble, Kak U HMEIONIUE >KEHYy BO BTOpPOM Opake, HE MOTYT OBITh pPYKOIOJOXEHbI. B
Pumckoii nepkBu B 4-6-M BeKax CTaj0 BBOAUTHCS Oe30paune TakKe CBSIIEHHUKOB U TUAKOHOB. DTO
HOBOBBeJIeHHE ObUTO OTBeprHyTOo 6 Beenmenckum CobGopom, HO mocraHoBieHne Cobopa OBLIO
PUMCKHMH TallaMH OCTABJIEHO 0€3 BHUMaHMS.

ITporectantsl oTBepryid TauHCTBO CBAIIEHCTBA. VX macTopsl H30UpalOTCd U IOCTABIAIOTCS
IPOCTBIMH JIIOJIbMHU, OTHAKO OHHM HE MOJIy4aroT HUKAKOTO0 0co0O0ro 0arofaTHOro MOCBSIIECHUS U, B
3TOM CMBICIIE, HE OTJIMYAIOTCS OT PSIOBBIX WIEHOB cBOMX 0oOmMH. Mcropuuecku 310 00BACHAETCS
IIPOTECTOM, HAIPABJICHHBIM IPOTUB 3JI0YNOTPEOJICHHUH JTAaTHHCKUM JyXOBEHCTBOM CBOUMH IIPaBaMH
B KOHIIE CpeAHHUX BeKOB. OTBEprHyB CBSIIEHCTBO, NPOTECTAHTH! JIMIMIWIM ceOsd U O1aroJaTHBIX
TauHcTB LlepkBH, B pe3yJibTaTe 4ero, B UX OOIIECTBEHHBIX MOJIEHUSAX TOJIbKO BcrioMuHaercs TaiiHas
Beueps, HO HeT Hacrosero npuyamenus Tena u Kposu Xpucrosoid.
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