Prayer for the Dead
An excerpt from The Soul after Death by Hieromonk Seraphim (Rose)

How important commemoration at the Liturgy is may be seen in the following occurrence: Before the
uncovering of the relics of St. Theodosius of Chernigov (1896), the priest-monk (the renowned Starets
Alexis of Goloseyevsky Hermitage, of the Kiev-Caves Lavra, who died in 1916) who was conducting
the re-vesting of the relics, becoming weary while sitting by the relics, dozed off and saw before him
the Saint, who told him: "I thank you for laboring me. I beg you also, when you will serve the Liturgy,
to commemorate my parents"—and be gave their names (Priest Nikita and Maria).* "How can you, O
Saint, ask my prayers, when you yourself stand at the heavenly Throne and grant to people God's
mercy?" the priest-monk asked. "Yes, that is true," replied St. Theodosius, "but the offering at the
Liturgy is more powerful than my prayer."

Therefore, we see panikhidas and prayer a home for the dead are beneficial for them, as are good deeds
done in their memory, such as alms or contributions to the church. But especially beneficial for them is
commemoration at the Divine Liturgy. There have been many appearances of the dead and other
occurrences which confirm how beneficial is the commemoration of the dead. Many who died in
repentance, but who were unable to manifest this while they were alive, have been freed from tortures
and have obtained repose. In the Church, prayers are ever offered for the repose of the dead, and on the
day of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, in the kneeling prayers at vespers, there is even a special petition
"for those in hell."

St. Gregory the Great, in answering in his Dialogues the question, "Is there anything at all that can
possibly benefit souls after death?" teaches: "The Holy Sacrifice of Christ, our saving Victim, brings
great benefits to souls even after death, provided their sins (are such as) can be pardoned in the life to
come. For this reason the souls of the dead sometimes beg to have Liturgies offered for them ... The
safer course, naturally, is to do for ourselves during life what we hope others will do for us after death.
It is better to make one's exit a free man than to seek liberty after one is in chains. We should, therefore,
despise this world with all our hearts as though its glory were already spent, and offer our sacrifice of
tears to God each day as we immolate His sacred Flesh and Blood. This Sacrifice alone has the power
of saving the soul from eternal death, for it presents to us mystically the death of the Only-begotten
Son" (Dialogues IV: 57, 60, pp. 266, 272-3).

St. Gregory gives several examples of the dead appearing to the living and asking for or thanking them
for the celebration of the Liturgy for their repose; once, also, a captive whom his wife believed dead
and for whom she had the Liturgy celebrated on certain days, returned from captivity and told her how
he had been released from his chains on some days—the very days when the Liturgy had been offered
for him. (Dialogues IV: 57, 59, pp. 267, 270).

Protestant theologians find the Church's prayer for the dead to be somehow incompatible with the
necessity of finding salvation first of all in this life: "If you can be saved by the Church after death,
then why bother to struggle or find faith in this Life? Let us eat, drink, and be merry..." Of course, no
one holding such a philosophy has ever attained salvation by the Church's prayers, and it is evident that
such an argument is quite artificial and even hypocritical. The Church's prayer cannot save anyone who
does not wish salvation, or who never offered any struggle for it himself during his lifetime. In a sense,
one might say that the prayer of the Church or of individual Christians for a dead person is but another
result of that person's life: he would not be prayed for unless he had done something during his lifetime
to inspire such prayer after his death.



St. Mark of Ephesus also discusses this question of the Church's prayer for the dead and the
improvement it brings in their state, citing the example of the prayer of St. Gregory the Dialogist for
the Roman Emperor Trajan—a prayer inspired by a good deed of this pagan Emperor.

*These names had been unknown before this vision. Several years after the canonization, St.
Theodosius' own Book of Commemoration was found in the monastery where he had once been Abbot,
which confirmed these names and corroborated the vision. See the Life of Elder Alexis in Pravoslavny
Blagovestnik, San Francisco, 1967, No. I (in Russian).
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MonuTBa 00 ycommux
N3 kHueu “/[ywa nocae cmepmu” — Hepomonax Cepacgpum (Poy3)

Kak BakHO mnoMuHOBeHMe Ha JIMTypruu, MOXHO BHJETb W3 CleAywoluyx cay4yaeB. Eme nmo
ripoc/iaBiieHust cBatoro ®@eogocusi Yepraurosckoro (1896), nepomMoHax (3HaMeHUTBIM cTapel] AneKcui
u3 T'onoceeBckoro ckura KueBo-ITeuepckoii JlaBpbl, ymepimii B 1916 1.), mepeobiauaBiivii MOIIIH,
yCTaj, CHsl y MOIIeH, 3aapemMan U yBujen mepen coboit CeaToro, KoTtopbiii ckaszan emy: "Cracu6o
Tebe 3a Tpyg At MeHs. Ilpoiry Takke Tebsi, korga Oyzelb CAy>KUTb JIUTYpruto, yroMsiHYTb MOMX
poautene'"; U OoH Jgan ux uMeHa (Meped Hukura u Mapus). (Jo BuzeHWs 3TH HMeHa ObUIH
Hen3BecTHbI. CITyCTS HECKO/BKO JIeT TOC/ie KAaHOHW3alMi B MOHACThIpe, Tae cB. Deofocuil Obim
WUT'yMeHOM, ObUT Hal/leH ero COOCTBEHHbBIV TIOMSIHHUK, KOTOPBIMA TIOATBEPWI 3TU UMeHa, TIOATBePANT
WCTUHHOCTD BufleHus.) "Kak Moxelb Tbl, CBATUTEIO, IPOCUTh MOWX MOJIMTB, KOI7la CaM Thl CTOUIIb
niepes, HebecHesim IIpectosioMm U mofaelns oM boxkuro 6marogate?” - cripocun Mepomonax. - "/a,
3TO BEpHO, - OTBeTUI CB. Peo0Cuid, - HO MPUHOILLIeHUe Ha JIUTyprum cuibHee MOUX MOJIMTB'.

[To3ToMy MaHWXH/A ¥ JOMAILIHSISI MOJTUTBA 00 YCOTIIIMX T10J1e3HbI, KaK U ZI00pbIe /iena, TBOPUMbIe B MX
BOCIIOMUHaHHe MUJIOCTBIHS UM TIoKepTBOBaHUe Ha LlepkoBb. Ho 0cobeHHO m0/1e3H0 UM TOMHUHOBEHHE
Ha BokeCcTBeHHOW JUTYpPryuu. BbIJI0 MHOTO SIBJIEHWI MEPTBBIX U APYTMX COOBITHM, TTOATBEPK/AFOIIHX,
KakK I10J1Ie3HO [TOMUHOBeHe yconuux. MHorye, ymepliuye B [OKasiHUM, HO He CyMeBIINe SIBUTh ero Ipy
JKU3HU, ObLTM 0CBOOOXK/IEHBI OT MyYeHHI U TIOMyYM/Id yroKoeHne. B LIepkBY MOCTOSIHHO BO3HOCSTCS
MO/UTBBI 00 YIIOKOEHUH YCOTIINX, a B KOJIEHOTIPEK/IOHEHHOW MOJIUTBE Ha BeuepHe B fieHb CollleCcTBUS
Casitoro [lyxa umeetcsi ocoboe rpoiieHue "o ke B afie Aep>KUMBbIX .

Ca. I'puropuii Benmukwuii, otBeuasi B cBoux "CobecemoBanusx" Ha Borpoc: "ECTb /M HEUTO Takoe, UTo
Mor/io ObI OBITH MOJIE3HO AyIIaM rocie cMepTy”, yuut: "CBATOe >KepTBOTIPUHOIIIeHHe XPHUCTa, Halllei
criacutesibHOM JKepTBbI, J0CTaB/isieT OOJIBILYIO TI0/TB3Y AyIaM JaXKe MoC/ie CMepPTH TMpU YCJIOBUH, UTO
IPeXy UX MOTYT OBbITH MPOIeHbI B OyayIiieid xku3Hu. [103TOMY AyIIM yCOMIIIMX UHOT/A TIPOCST, YTOOBI O
HUX OblIa oTcay>xeHa JIutyprusi... EcTecTBeHHO, Hafie)kKHee CaMUM TIPH JKU3HHM [IeJlaTh TO, UTO, KaK MBI
HazleeMcs, apyrue OyayT AenaTb O Hac mociae cMepTH. Jlydille COBepIIUTL MCXO[ CBOOOAHBIM, UeM
MCKaTh CBOOOABI, OKa3aBIIMCh B LiernsiX. [103ToMy Mbl JO/DKHBI OT BCEro Cep/ilia Mpe3rparhk 3TOT MUP,
KakK eci Obl ero cjaBa yyKe IMpOIIia, U eXKeJHEBHO MPUHOCUTh BOry >KepTBY HaIlMX Cjie3, KOTzia Mbl
NIPUHOCKUM B XepTBy Ero cesieHHyto I1note 1 KpoBb. TosibKO 3Ta XepTBa UMeeT CU/ly CIiacarb AyLly
OT BEUYHOM CMepTH, MO0 OHa TAaWHCTBEHHO IIpe/CTaB/isseT Ham cMepTh EamHOpoaHoro CemHa" (IV;
57,60).

Cg. I'puropuii NMpUBOAWUT HECKOJBKO MPUMEPOB SIBJIEHHS] YMEpPILIUX JXUBBIM C TIPOCHOOH OTCIY>KUTh
Jlutypruro 06 UX yIOKOEHWH WM Oarofiapsiyx 3a 3TO; OJHaX/bl TAK)Ke OAWH TUIEHHBIHA, KOTOPOTO
JKeHa CuMTaja YMepLIMM M [0 KOM OHa B ONpeZieJieHHble JHU 3aKasblBasia JIMUTYpruro, BepHY/ICS U3



TUIeHa U paccKasasl ei, Kak ero B HeKOTOpble JTHU OCBOOOXKAAM OT LieTield - IMEHHO B Te JTHH, KOTZa 3a
Hero coBepiuanacsk Jlutyprus (IV; 57, 59).

[TpoTecTaHThl OOBIYHO CUMTAKOT, UTO I[€PKOBHbIE MOJIMTBBI 3a YCOIMIIUX HECOBMECTUMbBI C
HEOOXOUMOCTBIO OOpecTH CrlaceHWe B TIepBYIO Ouepelb B 3TOH >ku3HW; "EC/IM Thl MOXKelllb OBbITh
criaceH LlepkoBbIO TOC/IE CMEPTH, TOT/la 3aueM YTpyKAaTh cebst 60ppOOi WM WCKaTh Bepy B 3TOU
>KU3HU? byneM ecTb, MUTh U BecequThCs ... KOHEUHO, HUKTO M3 TIPH/IeP)KUBAIOIUXCS TAKUX B3IVISZIOB
HUKOT/Ia He JIOCTUTa/l CIIaCeHusI TI0 [JePKOBHBIM MOJIUTBAM, U OUEBH/IHO, UTO TAKOM apryMeHT SIB/ISETCS
BeCbMa IMOBEPXHOCTHBIM U JlaXke JihiieMepHbIM. MosiuTBa L]epKBU He MOXKET CIaCTH TOTO, KTO He XOUeT
CMaceHusi WM KTO HUKOTA CaM TIPH YKU3HU He TIPUJIOXKWJI /i1 9TOTO HUKAKUX YCWIWH. B M3BeCTHOM
CMBICJ/IE MOYKHO CKa3aTh, UTO MOJIMTBA IepKBY WM OT[e/IbHBIX XPUCTHAH 00 yCOMIIIEM eCTh elle OJUH
pe3y/IbTaT )KU3HM 3TOTO Ue/ioBeKa: 0 HeM Obl He MOJIUIUCH, ecii Obl 3@ CBOKO >KHM3Hb OH HE Ciefal
HUUETO TAaKOT0, UTO MOIJIO ObI BJOXHOBUTDH TaKyl0 MOJIUTBY ITOC/I€ €T0 CMEPTH.

CB. Mapk Jdecckuii Takke 00CY>XJaeT BOIPOC O LIEPKOBHOM MOJIUTBE 3a YMEpIIUX U OO/IerdyeHud,
KOTOpPOe OHAa WM JIOCTaBJisieT, TPUBO/JsS B KaueCTBe TNpUMepa MOJUTBY cB. I'puropus [lBoecioBa o
puMckoM Mwmnepatope TpasiHe, - MOJIMTBY, BJOXHOBJIEHHYIO [00pBIM [IeIOM 3TOTO SI3bIUECKOTO
Nwmrneparopa.
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