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POXAECTBEHCKOE ITOCAAHIE
CBameHCTBY, KAMPY M BCeli OOrocmacaeMoii 11acTeb
Yuxkarckoit u Cpeagne-Amepukanckoy Emapxin

Bosao6aenHble OpaTist 1 cecTpbi!

Casras [IpaBocnaBHas LlepkoBb Bb cBouxb mhcHombHisxb Ha [Ipazanuks Poxaectsa mo miotu 'ocroga bora u Crnaca
Hamero lucyca Xpucra yacTo moBTOPSETH CTOJNb MUJIBIE HAMB, JIIOASAMb, CIOBA: «PAadOCTb» U «BECENie». YK€ Bb CAMOMb
Haydarh HaBedepist MBI CIBIIUMB Bo3rinach: «IIpinaure, Bo3pamyemcs ['ocionesu...». U nanbe, na nutin: «Hebo 1 3emist aHech
MPOPOYECKH Ja BO3BecensaTcs...». [lpumens kb HamMb ['ocnogs ors Hemopounoi bBel Mapiu, «Ha 3emiu SIBUCS U Cb
yenoBbKky MoKMBe» Kakb Mpeapeksb npopokb boxiit Bapyxs (3; 38) eme 3a nate BbkoBb 10 PoxkaecTBeHcknxb coObITiii. Ho
BbIB 1 camo 3TO coOBITIe cBepmiIoch Oomke nBagnatn BbkoBb ToMy Hazanb. M ¢ TEXb Moph €XeroqHo, B CBSIICHHBIE 3TH
IHH Bb HAIIMXb CEpANaxsb, o Mmbpk, ormymennoit Hamb oTh ['0cniona, moBTOpsIETCSt OT3BYKD TOM 0c000i PajOCTH, KOTOPYIO
MMOYyBCTBOBAJIM Bb CEPAIaxXh CBOMXH cBUAbTenn Poxxaectsa: Cama IlpecBsaras boropoauia, cmupennstit locudgb-O0pydaHUKS,
W MACTyXH, M YYEHbIC BOJXBBI, npumeamie ko Xpucry-Miunageniy. Kaks ckazane ['ocnoap ycramMu cCBOMXB NMPOPOKOBH O
sBNeHin Xpucta-Crnacurens Mo MWIOTH, TaKb U cOBUIOCH Kaxkoe Ero ciioBo, 1 HUKTO Bb Mipbh He cMOTrb He TONBKO moMbIIaTh
3TOMY, HO XOTsI OBl Ha KpaTKiii MUT'b OTOABHHYTH HCIIONHEHie boxiei Bomm.

MorymecTBeHHBIN 11aph Mpoab XUTpo BBIBbAANE OTH MPHIIEAIINXE Bb lepycainuMb BOJIXBOBBH BO3PACTh, Bb KOTOPOMb
MOT'b HaxoauThess Muanenens Iucycs — Ilape Iyaeiickuii (Mare., 2:16); eme npex/ie OHb CO3Balb Ha COBLTH 3HATOKOBD
[Tucaniii, © OHM BHOBb HMOATBEPAWIH, YTO COTJIACHO CIIOBaMb, PEUCHHBIMBb 4epe3b NMpopoka Muxes, XpUCTy HaAJICKUTh
ponuthesi B Bueneemb lynmeiickoms (Mate., 2: 5-6). Bb Bueneems Obuth mociaHb OTOOPHBII OTPSAb, KOTOPOMY OBLIO
MOPYYEHO «M30UTh BChbXb MiIaJileHLIEBb» HE TOJBKO Bb caMOMb ropoab, HO u «Bo Bchxb mpenbnaxs ero ore n1Byxb 1bTh U
Hmwke» (Mare., 2:16). Ho ato 3monbsnie He mpunecno Mpony xemaemaro. Bb Th cTpamntHbie yackl, KOT/ia Ha YIUIAXb IPEBHSTO
rpaga JlaBujoBa pa3maBainch «IUlaub, M PhIaHie, U BOIUIb Besuki» (Marte., 2: 18), HukbMb He y3HaHHBIE MiajneHens u
Mareps Ero, u locudgs-O0pyunnks, Begombls cioBoMb AHrena ['ocmoans, sBusmiarocsi Bo cab locudy (Mare., 2: 13),
OTIIPaBUIINCH Bb Xpamsb lepycanmmMckiii, rab npuHecnn monoxxeHHbis )xeptBol bory (JIyk., 2: 22-23), a 3arbMb, kKakb moBembisp
Tlocionp, ynanmunucek Bb Eruners (Mare., 2: 13, 19-20). Ceprmnace Bonst Boxis, - 1 IBUIIOCH BUOJIEEMCKUMB MACTyXaMb,
«KOTOpBIE COJIEPKaTM HOYHYIO CTpaxy y craaa cBoero» (JIyk., 2; 8), «MHOTOUMCIIEHHOE BOMHCTBO HeOECHOE, B3bIBAIOIICE:
cllaBa Bb BBINIHUXH bory, m Ha 3emib mupb, Bb uenoBbkaxw OmaroBonenie» (JIyk., 2; 13-14). Ho rab e oHb, 3TOTH
ucnpoueHHsId Mupb? Kakb TpyJHO TOMHUTB O HEJIOKHOCTH M HEOTMEHUMOCTH [ ociogHnxs 00bTOBaHIH BB HAIlM JTHU, KOT 1A
MOBCIOJY Ha 3eMJTh rocIoJICTByeTh Bpaxia, KOT/a MbI Ch OOJIBIO JIYIIEBHON BUINMb, YTO Ha 3eMJISIXD HAIIIETO HCTOPUIECKAro
OteuectBa Oparbs mo enuHoil KpemieHckoil kynenu, naHHOM Hamb locrogomb uepess Cpsararo PaBHoamocTonbHaro
Benukaro Kus3s Bnagumipa, BooOTh Apyrs ¢b ApyroMb. [loTroMy-To HaMb cibayers HeycTaHHO MOAUTECS, 4T0OBI ["ocrions
ykazarp HaMb CBOHM MyTh KO CKOpbifireMy BoIlapeHit0o Mupa W 0JIarOBOJICHISI, O KOTOPhIXh MoBbaano HaMb BO CBITOMB
EBanreniu Bb pasckazb o Poxxaectst XpuctoBoms.

Xpucmocv paxodaemcs, caasume, Xpucmocov paxoaemcs, cpsaujume!
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NATIVITY EPISTLE
To the clergy and all God-saved flock of the Diocese of Chicago and Mid-America

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ!

In her hymns for the Feast of the Nativity in the flesh of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Holy Orthodox
Church often repeats the words that are so close to out hearts — “joy” and “gladness”. Already at the beginning of
the service of the Forefeast of the Nativity we hear “O come, let us rejoice in the Lord.” And later, at the Lity: “Let
heaven and earth today prophetically make glad.” The Lord came to us from the Most Pure Virgin Mary, He
“appeared on earth and dwelt among men”, as the prophet of the Lord Baruch said (Bar. 3:38) five centuries before
Christmas. And Christmas itself took place over twenty centuries ago. Yet since then, every year on these holy
days, according to the measure of the Lord’s gift, the echo of that distinct joy resounds in our hearts, the joy that
the witnesses of the Nativity of Christ — the Mother of God Herself, the humble Joseph the Betrothed, the
shepherds and the wise Magi who came to the Infant Christ — felt in their hearts. As the Lord has spoken through
His prophets of the coming of Christ the Savior in the flesh, so His every word came to pass, and no one in the
world could, for even a brief moment, defer the fulfillment of God's will, much less hinder it.

The mighty King Herod cunningly found out from the wise men who had come to Jerusalem how old the Infant
Jesus, the King of the Jews, could be (Mt. 2:16); even before that he had consulted the scribes versed in the
Scriptures, and they also confirmed that, according to the words of the prophet Micah, Christ was to be born in
Bethlehem of Judea (Mt. 2:5-6). A select band of soldiers was sent to Bethlehem with orders to “slay all the
children” not only in the city itself, but “in all that region, from two years old and under” (Mt. 2:16). Yet by this
atrocity Herod did not obtain what he was after. In those terrible hours, when “lamentation, and weeping, and
great mourning” filled the streets of the ancient city of David (Mt. 2:18), the Infant, His Mother and Joseph the
Betrothed, unnoticed, led by the word of the Angel of the Lord who had appeared to Joseph in a dream (Mt. 2:13),
went to the Temple of Jerusalem, where they offered their sacrifices to the Lord according to the Law (Lk. 2:22-23),
and then, as the Lord had commanded, departed to Egypt (Mt. 2:13, 19-20). God’s Will was accomplished, and “a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men”” (Lk. 2:13-14), appeared to the shepherds of Bethlehem, who were “keeping watch over their
flock by night” (Lk. 2:8). But where is it, this peace, for which these supplications were made? It is so hard to
remember that the promises of our Lord are true and irrevocable in these days, when enmity reigns throughout the
earth, when with pain in our hearts we see that brothers in that same Baptismal font that our Lord gave us through
the holy Grand Prince Vladimir, Equal-to-the-Apostles, are fighting each other in the historic lands of our
Motherland. That is why we should pray without ceasing that the Lord will show us His way to the speedy
coming of the reign of peace and goodwill that the Gospel story of the Navivity of Christ tells us about.

Christ is born — glorify Him, Christ is come from Heaven — go to meet Him!
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