
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ (Matthew 25)



Every week M25 is announced

But what is M25 at St Vladimir Church?  

Matthew 25 at St. Vladimir Church

It is not just 1 thing or person,

It is many things and many people



ODO Lunches  Sts. Peter & Paul, Detroit
Daria Pyrozhenko



Food Gatherers  Ann Arbor 
Sub-Deacon Dmitrii, & Alexa



Dollar Donation Day 
SAWC/Delonis Center, Ann Arbor 
Thaddeus Sharmon



Alpha House
Jackson Rd, Ann Arbor 
Addie Lauterman



To the Rescue  Mostly Detroit.

Laura Kline & Bill Edwards 



A collaboration between St. Vladimir Russian Orthodox

Church, Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, and the SE
Michigan Orthodox Community to help those who have
stumbled get back on their feet and to provide
support in emergencies.

TO THE RESCUE,WHAT IS IT?



TO THE RESCUE: HISTORY

Extended into 
Kitchen cleaning

It started with Larisa Thornton &
Lunches at Sts. Peter & Paul Evolved into To the Rescue 

with Laura Kline 

Laura works to help the needy in Detroit: 
Delivering food to those without, working with 
those who have stumbled, going to court for 
child custody cases, accompanying families to 
jails …..
In her spare time, she has a full-time job as a 
senior lecturer in Russian and director of Wayne 
State’s Global Studies program.
New global studies major offers the world -
Today@Wayne - Wayne State University



TO THE RESCUE: WHAT WE DO

WE GIVE A FISHING ROD 
NOT A FISH

• Pay Bills
•

• Buy cars & more
•

• Provide food

• Find Jobs & Housing
• Outfit apartments
•



TO THE RESCUE: HELPING WHEN NEED ARISES

Problems aren’t  
scheduled, they 
just happen
• Fires
• Abusive husbands
• Lost jobs
• Broken cars

House fire Husband beat the kids

Car breaks AGAIN

My company went
Out of business



TO THE RESCUE: HELPING WHEN NEED ARISES
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We never know when a 
new need will happen
Sometimes a flood of tasks, 
other months, drought



TO THE RESCUE: WHAT IT IS NOT
• We are not a 501 C3 Non-Profit Organization
• We cannot solicit large companies
• We are not a sustaining effort like Food Gathers

•

• We have:
•

• No major sponsors or deep pockets

•

• No warehouse for used furniture
•

• No Lawyers

•

• No over-head costs
•

• No Management team
•

• A group of people who want to help



TO THE RESCUE: THE PEOPLE WE HELP  DARIAN

Darian
• Living paycheck to paycheck
• Lost his job as dishwasher because COVID closed the restaurant
• Evicted from his apartment because he could not pay the rent
• We got him a job, an apartment, furnished it & filled his pantry
• 1 year later all is good, he now attends services @ Holy Trinity 



TO THE RESCUE: WHO DO WE HELP?

Ashley & Terrence
& their daughter
Left a bad land lord & have a clean house



Kim & her 5 children
Kim now goes to work in a reliable car



Carolyn now lives some place better



Christine & her 3 daughters
Escaped a bad home life



Willie & his family of 12 had a fire



WE HELP
We help

• Cordero his kids were sleeping on the floor

• Kendra needed help with rent

• Maria needed help with rent and food

• Jerry, Lisa & Felicity DTE bill

In the last 3 years we have helped 
at least 18 different families



TO THE RESCUE: SOME OF THE VOLUNTEERS









To The Rescue

Donation 

100.00

Today 

One hundred & xx/100-------
--------

Friends, Neighbors, Local Businesses
Giving Donations, Discounts,  Time, Labor …



Charities are everywhere:
Big & Small

National, State, County, City, Local

But they do not address the problems we solve

We can’t solve every problem but we can help



To the Rescue: Can You Help?
• Get the word out via Social Media

https://totherescuemi.wixsite.com/totherescue
The “DONATE“ button links to a “Go Fund Me” site

• Help Raise funds

• Ask for discounts at companies with which you do business
• Personal Donations; put aside some money every month for the next project.

• Solicit Donations



The Web Page
Post it in social media
“Click to Donate” tab 
linked to Go Fund Me



GoFundMe (link in TTR web page)

Post it in your social media



To the Rescue: 
The Business Card

Keep a few in your wallet, purse or back pack, Get the Word Out



To the Rescue: 
Use the Flier for 

soliciting donations



THE END
OF THE PRESENTATION

BUT NOT THE WORK


