Planned Stewardship at St. Vladimir Church

Making a Conscious Choice about Supporting our Parish Family
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Matthew 6:21)

St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Church has always, throughout its 35+ year history, been well supported
by its parishioners. This is something that we can be proud of and thankful for. However, this is
also something that we often do not think very much about. We know that when we are in church
on Sunday there will be some sort of collection, but we don’t usually think very much about this,
either before the collection or afterwards. We see this as just a part of going to church. However,

stewardship, how we use what God has given us, is something that we should consider and
something that we should plan.

The reasons for stewardship are numerous, and no doubt, you have heard many, if not all of them.
Sometimes we are told that we should give because the parish needs more money for next year’s
budget. Other times we are told we should give at least as we pay for a newspaper subscription or
our cable bill — as if God's Church is equivalent to other “entertainment” choices we make. Finally,
we are sometimes told that we should give because the parish needs something (a new church,
vestments for the clergy, a new hall, etc.). None of these reasons are illegitimate, for in many
parishes, sometimes including ours, these things are true. However, stewardship is a spiritual
question, and not a material one. We should give to God out of love, and for no other reason. In
the beginning God created man out of love, He gave us our personal existence out of love, He sent
His only-begotten Son to us out of love so that we could again gain the paradise that we threw
away by the actions of our first forefather Adam. Love is the reason that God created us all, and
this is the reason that we should give back to God. “God loveth a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians
9:7) Thus we see that our reason WHY (love of God) we give helps us to determine HOW MUCH
we give, for if God gave us so much, can we not give Him back just a little of the bounty with
which He has blessed us? The purest motive for our stewardship is to give to God because we
have been given to by Him. That is, in gratitude for His great love towards us.

We urge you to make stewardship part of your family budget — to actively plan what you give to St.
Vladimir's just as you plan other family expenses. We further urge you to keep in mind that we give
to God out of love — and that He asks us to give to His Church just a small amount (some set
percentage of our net income: ten percent according to the Old Testament — even more than this
according to St. John Chrysostom) of all that He has given us. The Lord, having given us all that
we have, generously allows us to keep all the rest! Perhaps starting with ten percent would
impossible. That is understandable — this is a major paradigm shift for most of us. But it is
spiritually helpful to set a percentage for ourselves and do our best to stick with that for a year, and
then try to increase that the next year. When we tithe the Lord blesses us many times more than the
amount we give (see Malachi 3:8-10)!

If you have any questions about stewardship in general at St. Vladimir’s, or questions about the
best ways to give (recurring donations benefit the parish the most) please contact Fr. Gregory, our
Starosta, Jack (Alexey) Mitchell, or the other member of our Parish Council Stewardship Education
Team, Leta (Ksenia) Nikulshina.
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IlnanoBas noggep:xka CBaTo-BiiaguMupckoro xpama
Kak npunsamb 060ymaHHoe pewieHue 0 noddepicKe npuxooda

... ubo 20e cokposuuye gawe, mam byoem u cepoye eawe. (M. 6:21)

Ha Bcem mpotsokeHMM cBoeut 35+eTHed uctopuur xpam Cesatoro Bragumupa Bcerga 1epo
MO/iIep>KUBAJICS TIPUXOXKaHAMH, UTO JlaeT TIOBOJ, /sl TOPAOCTH U OsarofjapHOCTH. TeM He MeHee,
eCTh Bell[d, 0 KOTOPbIX MbI UaCTO He 3a/[yMbiBaeMcsi. MbI 3HaeM, UTO Ha BOCKPECHBIX CTy>x0aX B
L[epKBU COOMParOT TMOKepTBOBaHMSI, OJHAKO OOBIUHO He yjessieM 3ToMy 0coboro BHUMaHus. st

HaC 3TO IIPOCTO 4YaCThb IIOCELIeHUA XpPaMd. O,E[HE[KO MbI J0/DKHbI OﬁgyMblBaTb U II/IAHUPOBATh,
KdK M10J/Ib30BATHCH 1dPAMMU, [MOJIYYEHHBIMH OT bora.

EcTb pa3Hble TIPUUMHBI /1S TIOXKEPTBOBAaHWM, U BaM, 0e3 COMHeHUs, 3HaKOMbl MHOTUe€, eCJTU BCe U3
HUX. VIHOTZ#A Mbl C/IBILIKM, UTO HY’KHbI TIO)KEPTBOBAHUS [I/1s1 BHITIOJTHEHUSI TIPUXO/CKOTO Oro/pKeTa
Ha Cjefyrolui rof. VIHorga — 4uTo MOKepTBOBaHMS 3TO Kak IulaTa 3a MOAMNMCKY Ha Tas3eThbl Wid
Kabe/nbHOe TesneBUeHUe, Kak OyaTo LlepkoBb MpPOCTO OAWH W3 BUJOB pa3BieueHus. Hakowelrl,
vHoryla cCobUparoTCs TIOYKePTBOBAHUSI Ha KaKve-TO KOHKDeTHbIe HYXKIbI TpHxofa (HOBBIA Xpam,
oOsiaueHusi [Jisi [yXOBEHCTBA, HOBbIM 3a1 W T.J.). Bce 3TW TNpuuMHBI KWMEIOT TpPaBO Ha
CyLLleCTBOBaHMe, IMOCKO/IbKY TaKOBa CUTYyalUsl BO MHOTMX IIPUXO0Jax, He MCKIItouas v Haul. Tem He
MeHee, TI0’KepPTBOBaHKs Ha XpaM — 3TO B [ePBYI0 Ouepe/ib He MaTepya/bHbIM BOMPOC, a [y XOBHBIM.
MbI J0/DKHBI )KePTBOBATh U3 100BH K Bory, a He M0 KAKMM-T0 WHBIM NMpUYHHaM. U3 068U
Bor corBopun uenoBeka, u3 Jito6BM OH JapoBaji HaM >KW3Hb, W W3 JOOBU IMOCTa/l HaMm
EnunopogHoro ChiHa CBoero, utoObl MbI MOIJIM BEpHYTbCsS B pali, OTBEPrHYTbIM HaMu B JIUIE
Haiero mpaotija Azama. JIt0o60Bb — BOT TIpUYMHA, 10 KOTOPO# bor co3man Kakaoro w3 Hac, U 1o
9TOM >Ke TIPUUMHE MBI JIO/DKHBI Bo3JaBath bory. “/[obpoxomHo datouwjezo mobum Boe.” (2 Kop. 9:7)
Takum o6pa3om, oTBeTUB Ha Bompoc [IOUEMY wmbi flaeM (13 M00BU K Bory) Mbl CMO>keM OTBETHUTh
u Ha Borpoc CKOJIBKO paBath, 160 ecnu Bor ofapun Hac CTo/b IeAjpo, KaK MOXKeM MbI He
B037aTh EmMy manyro Tomuky Ero mapoB? Camblil YUMCTBIM MOTHUB /151 IO)KePTBOBAHUM — BO3/1aBaTh
Bory, noromy uto Bce, UTO Mbl UMeeM, nonydeHo oT Hero. To ectb, B GnarogapHocTh 3a Ero
BeJIMKYIO /IF000Bb K HaM.

Mpbl mpu3biBaeM BCeX BK/IIOUUTb TIOXKEPTBOBAHMSI B CBOW ceMelHBIM OH/PKET, TO eCTh
3ar/laHMpPOBaTh NOKepTBOBaHUs Ha CBATO-BiaguMypckyi xpaMm, Kak MIaHUPYROTCS BCe OCTaslbHbIe
ceMmeliHble pacxopbl. [ToMHHTE, UTO MbI >KepTByeM bory c o6oBblo, U uto OH TPOCUT HacC
otnaBath CBoeil LlepkBu /uIllb HeOOMbIIYIO [0/ (YCTAaHOBAEHHBIN TPOLIEHT HaIllero A0Xo/a:
JIeCSITYI0 JIOJTE0, corniacHO BeTxomy 3aBeTy, uim faxe Oonbiile, Kak YuuT cB. MloaHH 37aToycT) oT
Ero papos. [ocrniogp, faB HaMm Bce, YTO Yy HaC eCThb, LIeJpO OCTaB/sleT HaM BCe OCTajbHOe!
B03M0)KHO, HauaTh C [IeCATUHBI OKaXKeTCsi HEBO3MO)KHBIM. JTO TMOHSITHO, [ OO/IBIIMHCTBA U3 HaC
3T0 GosibIoN 1mar. OfHAKO AYXOBHO Ba’KHO MOCTaBUTH ce0e Iie/ib U BBITO/HATHL €e TOfl, a 3aTeM
TIOTIBITaThCSl  CAeniaTh Oosbllle B ciefytomieM roay. Korga ™Mbl Jaem  gecstuHy, locrogb
BO3HarpakJjaet Hac cropuiieit (cm. Man. 3:8-10)!

C obmummu Bomipocamu o nogaep>kke CBsiTo-BiaguMupcKoro rnpyxo/ia, WM BOIPOCAMM O TOM, KaK
c/leflaTb 3TO HaWaydiydM o0Opa3oM (6osibIlle BCEro IOJib3bl TPUXOAY TPUHOCAT pery/sipHbIe
TMOYKepTBOBaHUs1), TPOCKMM obpaijatbcsi K 0. I'puroputo, Haiemy crapocte, Anekceto (/Ikeky)
Murtuenny, Wi uwieHy oOpa3oBaTe/bHOW TPYMIbl TPUXOJCKOro coBeta, Kcenun (Jlete)
HuKynbmHou.
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