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Bo3ziio01ennbIe 0 Tocnoae
IIpeocBsilieHHbIE APXUNIACTBIPH,
BCeYeCTHbIE MPEeCBUTEPHI U THAKOHBI,
00ro,;r00MBbIe HHOKH U HHOKHHH,
N0porue Oparbs U cécTpbi!
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K BaMm, npaBOCIaBHBIM XpHUCTHAHAM, KHUBYLIUM
BO MHOTHX CTpaHaX MHpa, MPEObIBAIONIMM B XpaMax
¥ MOJISIIUMCS B JloMax, 00paiialrch S HbIHE, a0kl
OT CEpIIIa, UCTIOJTHEHHOTO TYXOBHOW PaJIOCTH, MO3APABUTH
¢ BeIMKUM npazgHukoM Cestor Ilacxu m mo apeBHen
TPaJUIIUU ITOOEIHO BO3IJIACUTH:

XPUCTOC BOCKPECE!

Ha mpoTsskeHun IBYX ThICAYENETU UMEHHO 3TUMU
cmoBamu CBdaras LlepkoBb TOPKECTBYIOIIE BO3BEIIACT
JTIO/IAM ONaryro BeCTh O JIapOBaHHOM borom craceHuu.
B HUX — OTOHb Hallel Bepbl, CUJa JIIOOBH, OCHOBAHHUE
HAJICXKIbl, KPACYTOJIbHBIA KaMeHb LlepkBu, cpenoroune
2 HOBO3aBETHOIO IOCJIAHUSA MUPY, HEMEPKHYILUN CBET

| IPOCBEILIECHUSA U UCTOYHUK BIOXHOBEHUS, CEPIALECBUHA
XPUCTUAHCKOM XHM3HU M BCS HaIlla OyTyITHOCTb.
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7 Yto OBl HM MPOUCXOAWIO B M3MEHYMBOM, TOPOii
T MATYLIEMCS U Pa3gupacMOM IPOTUBOPECUUSAMHU MUPE,
d KaKkue Obl TPYAHOCTH M WCIBITAHWS HHU BBINAJAIIH
@ Ha Hally JO0JII0, MBI 3HAEM, BEPYEM M IPOIOBEAYEM:
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nacxajabHas pagoctb 0 Bockpecmem Chacurene
OCTAéTCA HEN3MEHHOU U BCEMOOEXK TATOIIEN.

KakoB k€ CMBICI 3TOr0 NIABHOTO XPHUCTHAHCKOIO
npazaauka? Bo ums yero u 3adem ChiH boxui comeén
Ha 3eMIII0, IPUHSI 06pa3 pada (Onm. 2, 7), nperepren
cTpajaHus, ObLI pacmsaT Ha Kpecte U BOCKpec?
W aro HagnexxuT nenath HaM, JronaM XXI Beka, 4TOOEI
JCUCTBUTEIBHO CTAaTh MPUYACTHUKAMU W HACICTHUKAMU
no0ebl, OePKAHHOM XPUCTOM HaJl CMEPThIO?
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IlepxoBb [Ma€T HaM OTBETHI HAa 3TU BOMPOCHI.
Ona cBuaerenbCTBYET, uTo BoruoruBmmMes ot [lIpe-
onarocnoBenHor JleBsl CoeiHOM boxkuuMm a0 niaewucs,
Adam e0336acs, knamea nompeoducs, Eea ceobooucs,
cMepmb  yMepmeucs, u mbl  0xcuxom (BOCKPECHBIM
boropoauuen Ha xBanutex, mac 2). Ilouctune Tocnoap
0XUBOTBOpsieT Hac CBoeld J0OOBBIO, M30ABISAET
OT CTpaxa CMEPTH M TJICHHUS, BpPAYyeT IYIICBHBIC
M TEJIECHBIE HEMOUIM, MOJJICPKUBACT B TPYAHOCTAX
1 UCTIBITAHUAX, YTEIIACT B CKOPOSX U IeUasIsiX, IOMOTaeT
CJIEIOBaTh CIIACUTEIILHBIM ITYTEM, MTPUBOJIAIIUM B KU3Hb
BCUHYIO, Korma ompém boz ecaxkyw cnesy ¢ oueu
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JFIOOCKUX, U cMepmu He OyOem yoice, HU Niayd, Hu 60N, @
@ \
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Hu 6onesnu yoice ne 6ydem (OTkp. 21, 4).

CoBepmB noaur MckymieHus, I'ocnoas CBoeit
KPECTHOU KEPTBOU U CIABHBIM BOCKpECEHHEM OTKpBLUI
) Bpara pas i Beex. C TeX IOp M JIOHBIHE Kak[OMy @@j}
: YEJIOBEKY JApyeTCs BO3MOXKHOCTh BOCHPUHATh XPUCTA :
BCEM JaymonM kak uctuHHoro bora um Cnacurens, d
HHUCIOCHUIAOMIETO ONAaroJaTHy0 CHUIy Uil TpaBeTHOM
U KM3HH W JeSTeIBHOTO y4acTusi B TpeoOpakeHUU
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Caarutens Hukonait CepOCkuid, W3BECTHBIA OOTOCIIOB
MHHYBIIETO BeKa, pa3MbInuiss o [Tacxe, mucan: « Xpucmoc
BOCKpece — 3HAYUM, JHCU3Hb CUlbHee cmepmu. Xpucmoc
BOCKpece — 3Hauum, 000po cuivbHee 31d. Xpucmoc
BOCKpece — 3HaYUm, 8ce YNOBAHUSL XPUCIUAH ONPABOAHDL.
Xpucmoc 6ockpece —3HAUUM, 6ce HCUSHEHHbLE MPYOHOCHU
paspeutensvty (Mbicou o 100pe u 31¢e). M 3Ta macxajabpHas
pPajoCTh, pPaj0CTh OOrooOIICHUS U YTBEPXKICHUS
oonoenennou scuznu (Pum. 6, 4) Ha Hadamax mobpa u
CIIPABEIIMBOCTH JOCTUTAET CEPIECI] MIJUIMOHOB XPUCTHAH,
BIIOXHOBJISICT HA Jieja JIIOOBU M MUJIOCEP/Ms, TIOMOTaeT
MPeojI0IeBaTh HEB3TO/bI, YTEIIAeT B HUCHBITAHUSX, JAET
HaJICKTy OTUYASBIIMMCS, YKPEIUIIET MAJIOAYIIHBIX.

B cBetozapublii npa3aHuk [lacxu Hamm ocoOble
MOJIUTBBI OOpalleHbl K bory o moasx, Haxoasmuxcs
B 30HE BOCHHBIX JCUCTBUM. Mbl KaK XpUCTHAHE HE MOXKEM
OCTaBaThCs 0€3y4acTHHIMU K O€/laM M JIMILICHUSAM HaIlluX
OpaTheB M CECTEP, ceplua KOTOPBIX ONaleHbl OTHEM
MEXI0yCOOHOTO KOH(IMKTA, MO3TOMY MbI BO3HOCHM KO
T'ocniony cyryOsle npolieHus 0 ToM, yToobl OH 1o CBoeit
MUJIOCTH 1 01aroyTpOOHIO HCLICTHIT TEJICCHBIE, a HANIave —
NYIIEBHbIC PaHbl, YTEIIW BCAKYH0 CKOpOb M JapoBal
OpaTCKMM HapojaM, BBILEIIINM U3 eIMHON J{HeTpOBCKOM
KYTIEJIM KPEIIECHUS, TIPOYHBIN U CIIPABEIMBBIA MUD.

Kak 3emHo#i myTs Criacutenst OblI HCTIONHEH TPY0B
M JKEPTBEHHOM JIO0BHM K JFOASAM, TaK W MBI NPHU3BaHbI
ynofoouthcst EMy B ciysxenuu OnuxuauM. Benp mo0as,
Naxe camas MaJieHbKas J00pojeTesb, MPeooJiCHHE
COOCTBEHHOI0 3roM3Ma pajau Onara Jpyroro 4esjaoBeKa
npubamxkaroT Hac K bory — WCTOYHMKY IKHU3HM
1 OeccMepTus, a 3HAYMT, AeIal0T CUacTIMNBee.
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Bockpectmii 'ocriozp, o CBoeMy HENOAKHOMY 00ETO-
BaHUIO TpeObIBaromuii co CBOMMM TOCIEA0BATEIAMU
60 6ce Onu 0o ckonuanus eexa (M. 28, 20), na conoouT
M HAC, TPEIIHBIX U HEMOIIHBIX, HO JKaXKTYIIHX MPABIbI
M B3BICKYIOIIMX CIIACEHHS, IO 3aBEPIICHHH 3EMHOTO
MyTH HACJIEIOBATh ONAKEHHYIO XU3Hb, 1a0bl B HeOeCHbIX
oouTeNsix, yeomosanuwix om cozoanus mupa (M. 25, 34),
BKYIIE CO C8AmbIMU, 8 6eyHoll crage Eeo yapcmeosamu
(cBT. AMBpocuil Mennonanckuid. [umH «Tebe bora
xBauM»). OO0 3TOM pajiocTH OXMUIAHUS TPSTYLIETO
[TapcTBa mo0BHU, Korga 6ydem boe eciaueckas 60 6cex
(1 Kop. 15, 28), LlepkoBb MpOINOBEAYET BCEI/IA, HAUTIAYE JKE —
B CBETJIbIE THH MACXaJbHOTO TOPXKECTBA.

BHeMiiem ke €€ CIacuTeIbHOMY IJ1acy, MPU3bIBAKO-
meMy Hac ycramu anoctouia [laBna mpazgaosars [Tacxy
He CO cmapow 3aK8acKol, He C 3aKBACKOI NOPOKA
U JIyKaecmea, Ho ¢ ONPECHOKAMU YUCHOMbL U UCTNUHD
(1 Kop. 5, 8). BuemsieM u mnocTtapaeMcs KHUTb
10 DOXXECTBEHHBIM 3aIIOBEISAM, CJIOBOM E€BAHIEIIbCKOU
npaBasl U JOOpBIMU J€JaMH, BCEM JKU3HBIO CBOEH
CBHUJICTEILCTBYS OMMKHUM M JaJdbHHAM, YTO BOHCTHHY
BOCKpece Xpucrtoc, Emy oice nooobaem 6cskas crasa,
Yyecms U NOKJIOHEHUe 80 8Kl 6eKO8. AMWUHb.

+

NMATPUAPX MOCKOBCKHUI1 U BCESl PYCHU

Ilacxa Xpucmosa,
2023 2.
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Paschal Message
from Patriarch KIRILL of Moscow and All Russia
to Archpastors, Pastors, Deacons, Monastics

and All Faithful Children
of the Russian Orthodox Church
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Beloved in the Lord archpastors, all-honourable
presbyters and deacons, God-loving monks
and nuns, dear brothers and sisters,

I address all of you, Orthodox Christians living in many
countries of the world, who are now in churches or praying
in your homes, to extend greetings to you on the great
feast of Holy Pascha with my heart full of spiritual joy,
and to proclaim victoriously 1 accord with the ancient
tradition:

CHRIST IS RISEN!

It 1s in these very words that the Holy Church has
been triumphantly proclaiming the glad tidings of the
God-given salvation for two thousand years. In them
is the fire of our faith, the strength of love, the foundation
of hope, the cornerstone of the Church, the heart of the
New Testament message to the world, the unfading light
of enlightenment and the source of inspiration, the core
of Christian life and our entire future.
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Whatever happens in our ever-changing, sometimes
restless and conflict-torn world, whatever hardships
and ordeals befall us, we know, believe and preach that
the Paschal joy in the Risen Saviour remains unfailing
and all-victorious.

What is the meaning of this greatest Christian feast?
In the name of what and why did the Son of God come
down to earth, take the form of a servant (Phil 2:7),
endure sufferings, being crucified on the cross, and
rise from the dead? And what do we, people of the
21st century, have to do in order to become true
partakers and heirs of Christ’s victory over death?

The Church gives us answers to these questions,
bearing witness that through the Son of God Who was
incarnate of the Most Blessed Virgin hell is led captive,
Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void,
Eve is set free, death is slain, and we are endowed with
life (Sunday Theotokion, Stichera at the Praises, tone 2).
Truly, the Lord quickens us by His love, delivers us from
the fear of death and corruption, heals our spiritual and
bodily infirmities, supports us in hardships and trials,
comforts in afflictions and sorrows, and helps us follow
the path of salvation leading to eternal life when God
will wipe away every tear from [peoples] eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning
nor crying nor pain any more (Rev 21:4).

Having performed the feat of redemption, through
His sacrifice on the cross and glorious Resurrection
the Lord opened the gates of heaven to everyone.
From then on and to this day, every human being is
given an opportunity to wholeheartedly embrace Christ
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as the true God and Saviour Who grants blessed
strength for leading a life of righteousness and actively
participating in the transfiguration of the world.

Reflecting on the feast of Easter, Samt Nicholas of
Serbia, a prominent theologian of the past century, wrote,
Christ is risen — it means that life is stronger than death.
Christ is risen — it means that good is stronger than evil,
Christ is risen — it means that all difficulties in life are
resolved (Thoughts on Good and Evil). And this Paschal
joy, which 1s the joy of communion with God and
of building up a new life (Rom 6:4) on the basis
of goodness and justice, touches the hearts of millions
of Christians, inspiring them to do works of charity
and mercy, helping to overcome adversities, comforting
them in ordeals, giving hope to the desperate and
strengthening the faint-hearted.

On the radiant feast of Pascha our special prayers
are offered to God for people in combat zones. We as
Christians cannot remain indifferent to the troubles
and hardships of our brothers and sisters whose hearts
are seared by the fire of internecine strife. So we lift up
our fervent supplications unto the Lord that by His
mercy and loving-kindness He may heal bodily and,
above all else, spiritual wounds, give comfort in every
sorrow and grant a lasting and just peace to the brotherly
peoples that came from one Dnieper baptismal font.

The earthly life of the Saviour was full of labour and
sacrificial love for people, and we are called to become
like Him in serving our neighbours, since any, even
the smallest virtue, every effort to overcome our own
selfishness for the sake of another person, draws us
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closer to God — the Source of life and immortality — and
therefore makes us happier.

May the Risen Lord Who in accord with His truthful
promise abides with His followers even unto the end
of the world (Mt 28:20) vouchsafe us, sinful and infirm,
but thirsting for righteousness and seeking salvation,
to inherit the blessed life after we complete our earthly
journey, so that in the Heavenly mansions prepared...
from the foundation of the world (Mt 25:34) we together
with saints reign in His eternal glory (St Ambrose
of Milan, Hymn “We Praise Thee, O God”). This joyful
anticipation of the Kingdom of love to come, of God
being everything to every one (1 Cor 15:28) is what
the Church preaches at all times and even more so
in the radiant Easter season.

Let us hearken to the salvific voice of the Church calling
us through the Holy Apostle Paul to celebrate Pascha
not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil,
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth
(I Cor 5:8). Let us heed and try to live according
to the Divine commandments, by the truth of the Gospel,
our good deeds and our whole life bearing witness
before those near and those far away that Christ is risen
indeed, unto Whom are due all glory, honour and
worship unto the ages of ages. Amen.
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PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA
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