ON BUILDING A CHURCH

From an Epistle by St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco
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A Church is a sanctified place, a holy place, in which the grace of God is present eternally. During the
sanctification of Solomon's temple the glory of God in the form of a cloud filled the House of God. So
it was in the Old Testament Temple. How much more does the grace of God act in New Testament
Temples, in which genuine cleansing of sins is granted, in which we commune of the Body and Blood
of Christ regularly and the Holy Spirit comes down during the Liturgy of Gifts being sanctified, as well
as on the people present. It is true, one can pray anywhere and the Lord hears our prayers from
everywhere. Yet, it is much easier to pray in Church where everything inspires us to prayer. It is from
there that our prayers ascend to God and call down upon us God's mercies.

The building of a Church is a sacrifice unto God, the setting of a parcel of land for Divine Service, the
donation to God of part of one's possession, and most importantly, it is offering to Him of one's love,
of one's efforts. Churches have been erected under differing circumstances: in times of joy and in
times of lamentation, placed like candles offered from all the people, arising on the landscape of their
native lands.

Churches are needed not by God, Whose altar is the heavens and Whose footstool is the earth, it is
we who need Churches. It is we who benefit from our own donations to Churches. Yet the Lord
accepts not so much the substance donated as much as our dedication and eagerness. Christ
declared good the gift of the widow, saying that she put down more than the rest, for the wealthy gave
of the surplus, but she gave all that she had, her entire sustenance. Our sacrifices in the Name of
God are accepted by God Himself. Spiritually, our gifts proceed to the Divine Coffers, from where no



one can apprehend them, but whosever takes away from the Church, steals from God Himself and
will be chastised by the Lord God Himself.

At each Divine Service the builders of the Holy Temple are commemorated. By building Churches
here on earth, we construct for ourselves eternal abodes in the heavens. Decades will pass, and our
bodies will decay, nothing may remain even from our very bones. Yet our souls will live forever.
Blessed it will be for those who have prepared for their souls an abode in the Heavenly chambers!
Even if those Churches built on earth will be destroyed, the names of their benefactors will be written
down in the eternal Divine Books and prayers that have been offered in these Churches will be
remembered perpetually.

"Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: Consider your ways, Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build
the Temple of God; and | will take pleasure in it, and | will be glorified...."
"l am with you, saith the Lord". (The Book of the Prophet Haggai, Chapter 1, King James Version).

Source: SERMONS OF OUR FATHER AMONGST THE SAINTS, JOHN ARCHBISHOP OF SHANGHAI AND SAN
FRANCISCO, (in Russian), edited by Protopresbyter Peter Perekrestov, "Russian Pastor Publishers”, San Francisco,
1994, Pages 297 — 299.

O CTPOUTE/NNILCTBE LLEPKBU

3 nocnaHus cB. MoaHHa LWaHxainckoro n CaH-®paHLumMCccKoro

LlepkoBb €CTb MECTO OCBSILLEHHOE, CBSITOE, B KOTOPOM BeYHO npebbiBaeT 6narogate Boxus. Mpu
ocBsileHn xpama ConomoHoBa cnaea FocnoAHsi B Buae o6/iaka HanosHuna Aom Boxuii. Tak 6bIno
B BeTxo3aBeTHOM Xxpame. Bo CKO/bKO XXe cu/ibHee feiicTByeT 6Gnarogatb Boxusi B xpamax
HOBO3aBETHbIX, B KOTOPbIX NOAAETCA UCTUHHOE OUMLLIEHME OT FPEXOB, B KOTOPbIX NprobliaemMcsa Tena
n KpoBu XpuUCTOBbIX, B KOTOPbIX MNOCTOSIHHO [yx CBATbIA CXOAMT BO BPEMSI JIMTYpruM Ha
ocBsiLaeMble [Japbl M Ha npeacToslme noan? Ha BCAKOM MECTe MOXHO MOMUTLCS U OTOBCHOAY
CNbIWKWT Focnogb MoO/MTBLI. HO ropasao nerye MomMTbCsA B Xpame, rae BCe pacnonaraeT K Mo/MTBe.
Bo3HocATCA 0TTyAa MONMUTBbI HaLLK K BOry 1 HU3BOAAT HA HAC MUMOCTK Boxuu.

MocTpoeHne Xxpama ecTb XepTBa bory; BblaeneHne Ans BorocnyxeHus yyactka 3emnu,
noxepTBoBaHue Bory yacT cBoero nmyLlecTBa, a rnaBHoe npuHeceHne Emy cBoeii 068K, CBOErO
ycepausi. Bo3aBUrasimcb Xpambl Npv pas/inyHbiXx 06CTOSATENLCTBAX, U NPU COBLITUSIX PAAOCTHbIX W
neyasibHbIX, CTaBU/INCb, KaK CBEYKM OT BCEro Hapoga Mo fiuLy 3eMv POAHOIA.

Xpambl HYXHbl He Bory, npecton Kotoporo He6o 1 NogHOXWe 3eMs, a HaM OHU HyXHbI. MMoNe3Hbl
HaM HalwW XepTBbl Ha Xpambl, HO [ocnoAb NPUHMMAET He CTOJIbKO BeLlecTBO, CKOJIbKO Halle
ycepane. XpucTtoc ogobpun nenty BAOBKLbI, CKa3aB, YTO OHa nonoxuna 6onblue Bcex, n6o borarble
K1asim MHOro OT CBOEro M36biTka, a OHa oThasia Bce, YTO Mmesia, Bce nponutaHue ceoe. XXepTBbl
Hawwn Bo nma boxwne npuHumaet Cam bor. [JyXOBHO HaluM XepTBbl MOCTYNaKT B COKPOBULLHWULLbI
HebecHble, BOXuu, OTKyAa UX HUKTO HEe BOCXUTUT, & eC/IN KTO MOXULLaeT LepKkoBHOE UMYLLLECTBO, TO
TOT Kpaget y Camoro bora n nokapaet Toro Cam lNocnogb bor.

3a KaxablM 60roc/iyXeHnem noMmHaroTca cTpouTenin XxpamoB. CTpoa xpambl 34eCb Ha 3emse, Mbl
TeM cambiM co3ngaem 1 cebe BeYHble KpoBbl HAa Hebe. MponayT AeCATKM NeT, UCTNEeT Hawu Tena,
ObITb MOXET M OT KOCTEeN HMYero He octaHeTcA. A Aylwim Hawn 6yayT BEYHO XuTb. braro Tomy, KTo
NPpUroToBUN ANA Aylwn CBOeEl obuTesib B yepTtorax HebecHbix! Ecnn pgaxe yxe paspyluarcs
MOCTPOEHHbIE LEepKBM, 3anucaHbl OyAyT B BeYHbIX KHUrax Boxumx umeHa wux ctpouTesnien u
3aneyatsieHbl 6y4yT BO3HECEHHbIE B HUX MOJIUTBbI.

«Tak rosoput N'ocnogb CaBaody: o6paTuTe cepaLe Balle Ha nyTu Bawun. B3oiiante Ha ropy u Hecute
JepeBa 1 CTpoiiTe xpam; n A 6yay 61aroBoNMTb K HEMY M NPOCNAB/IOCL...» «5 C Bamu! roBoput
Focnogp. (Arr. 1:7-8, 13)
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