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December 1/14, 2021
Prophet Nahum

Dear St. Vladimir's Family & Friends,

We greet you with the upcoming Great Feasts of this Christmas season: our Lord's Nativity
and Theophany.

The year 2021 was a unique one for St. Vladimir's parish. It brought our parish family much
joy and growth, through the baptism of children and adults, through marriages, but having not
quite returned to the pre-pandemic “normalcy” of our parish life. Social activities and
interaction, which are a hallmark of our parish, returned for the most part. Our Church School
began to meet in person again to educate our young people, despite the pandemic. Our Youth
Groups returned as well. Our Brotherhood and Sisterhood continued their good works among
our parishioners and friends, although somewhat differently than in pre-pandemic years. We
celebrated our 40" anniversary as a parish triumphantly with a visit by Archbishop Peter. The
festival returned as a huge success — our biggest ever by far, and our school building project is
well underway and making great progress. It was a great year!

As is understandable, not everyone has returned to their pre-pandemic cadence of attendance
at the Divine Services. We understand and support the fact that everyone will return based on
their own comfort level: we happily provide a live audio and video stream for those are still at
home, and our priests are happy to visit your homes for prayer, Confession, Holy
Communion, and spiritual discussion. We continue to serve regularly on weekdays to provide
an alternative to the well-attended weekend services for those who would like to be in church,
but who are concerned about large crowds. We are making a concerted effort to serve every
member of our parish family — no matter their approach to the pandemic. And we will
continue to do so until the pandemic is well and truly over.

With this letter we begin our journey together into 2022. Let us pray together as a parish
family that this year too is one that is full of blessings for our parish. How much we have to
thank God for! Our spiritual blessings as a parish are virtually impossible to count! May we
not forget to thank God indeed — for we are always quick to ask God’s help, but perhaps we
are not as quick to thank Him for His blessings.

May this also be a year for all of us in which we draw closer to God through the Church that
He created for us and for our salvation! May this be the year that we learn more about our
faith, and the year in which we put this faith into action in our daily lives! May this be the
year in which we begin to go to Confession & Communion regularly, in which we begin to
attend evening services and Divine Liturgies regularly, in which we have a Church wedding
and baptize our children (or ourselves) if we have not yet done so. May this be the year in
which we invite our friends and loved ones to our parish, to share with them the joys of our
Orthodox Faith!

Our hope and prayer is that the year 2022 be spiritually profitable for you, your family, and
the entire St. Vladimir's parish family.

With Love in Our Lord Jesus Christ and Asking Your Prayers,

V%ﬂw.f«,éﬂ«% Quz TSl

Very Rev. Fr. Gregory Joyce, Rector Jack (Alexey) Mitchell, Starosta
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1/14 nekabps, 2021 r.
ITpopoka Hayma

Hoporas cembs xpama CB. Bnagumupa u ipy3b4,

[To3apaesnsieM Bac € HaCTYMarOIIMMU OOJBILIMMY TIPa3fHUKaMU - PoxkaectBom ["ocrioHeM U
BorosiBnenuem.

2021 rop 6611 HEOOBIUHBIM 1151 TIprxo/a xpama CB. Biagumupa. OH MpyUHEC Halel MpUX0/CKOokH
ceMbe MHOT'O PaZloCTU M BO3pacTaHus: uepe3 KpelljeHHe JleTeil U B3pOC/IbIX, uepe3 BeHUaHusi; HO
MBI elljé He COBCEM BEPHYJ/IMCh K « HOPMa/IbHOM» JKU3HH, KaKOIO MbI JKU/IU /10 TIaHJeMHUH.
CoBMecCTHbIe MepOTIPUSTHS U B3aUMO/IeCTBHS, TO, UTO SIBJ/ISIETCS HALLIUM OT/IMUHTE/IbHBIM
3HAKOM, B OCHOBHOM BEPHYJIMCh Ha CBOE MecTo. Harlia LiepkoBHas 11KoJ1a paboTaeT B PeXXHUMe
MpsIMOro 00IIieHus], 00yuasi Hallle 1o [pacTatoliee MOKOJIeHWe, HECMOTPs Ha MaHzemut0. Har
MOJIOZIEXKHBIN KPY>KOK TOXKe BO30OHOBUJT CBOKO paboTy . Hartiu 6paTcTBO U CECTPUUECTBO
MIPOJIOJDKAFOT Jle/laTh J0OpbIe [jesia A/ IPUX0XKaH U HallluX JPY3€i, XOTs U HEMHOTO TI0 APYTroMY,
yeM /10 MaHZeMUH. MBI TOp)KeCTBeHHO OTrpa3/iHoBaiy 40-yio roZ0BIMHY HaIlero MpUXo/a, 4To
03HaMeHOBasIoCh NpUe3/10M Halllero apxuenuckorna Ilerpa. Hawr dectrBans nmen 60/bInoi ycrex
- 3T0 OB caMblit 60JIBIION (eCTHBAb 3a BCe ro/bl. Halll IPOeKT CTPOMTENBCTBA HIKOJIBI YCIIEITHO
npo/iBUraetcsi. 3To ObLT 3aMeuaTe/ibHbIN rof!

ITo MOHATHBIM IPUYKMHAM He BCe el BePHY/IUCh K PEryspHOMY IOCeLeHn0 60rocyKeHui, Kak
3T0 OBLTO A0 MaHAEeMUU. MbI IOHUMaeM TO, UTO KX/l BEPHETCS TOTAA, KOT/a 3T0 OyAeT
KOM(OPTHO /151 HUX: MBI Pa/[bl TOMY, UYTO MOXXeM IPeJOCTaBUTh BH/IE0 U ayZH0 BelllaHe TeM,
KTO IO TIpe’KHeMY HaXOZAWTCS Ha U30J/ISL{UM, HalllK CBSAIEHHUKU C PaJOCThIO IPUAYT K BaM JJOMOH
JJ1s1 MOJITBBI, UCTIOBeAM, pUYAIlleHUs U JyX0BHOH Gecesibl. Mbl IpOfi0/KaeM MPOBOJUTD
Cy>KObI B pabourie ZHU Ha Pery/sipHOI OCHOBe, KaK a/lbTepPHATHBY C/Ty>K0aM, KOTOpBIe IToCellaeT
60JIbLII0€ KOJIMUECTBO JIF0Jel, /IS TeX, KTO X0Tes OBl rocerraTb 60roc/y>keHusi, Ho He IpH
60/IBIIOM CTeueHUH Hapoa. Ml 03ab0ueHHB! TeM, UTOOBI TOCTapaThCsl yOBIETBOPUTL BCEX
Y/IeHOB Halllel IPUXO0/CKOM CeMbH, HECMOTPS Ha MX OTHOILLIEHe K MaHJeMHUH.

3TO NMCHMO - HayasIo Halllero COBMeCTHOro IyTH B 2022. [IaBaiiTe BMecTe MOUTHCS, Kak
TIPUXO/ICKasi CEMbS, UTOOBI 3TOT TO/] TOXKe OBL/T MOJIOH 0/71ar0C/IOBEHUH [I/Is Halllero Mpuxo/a. Mbl
IO/DKHBI 6y1aroiapuTth bora 3a 3To! [TyxoBHbIe 6/1aroc/ioBeHUs HAllleMy TIPUXO/1Y, BO UCTHHY,
HEBO3MOXXHO cocuuTath! [laBaiiTe feiicTBUTENBLHO He 3abbiBaTh O/arofaputh bora - Mbl Bcerfa
CKOPBI Ha MPOCkObI K BOry 0 MoMoIiu, Ho, BO3MOXKHO, He TaK y»K CKOphI rob;iarogapuTs Ero 3a
Ero 6narogesuisi.

[TycTb 3TOT rof, OyJeT TakXKe To/j0M, B KOTOPOM MbI Oosibiiie ripubsm3uMcs K bory uepes
LlepkoBb, KoTopyto OH OCHOBAJ sl HAC U Jijis1 Hattero craceHus! Ilycts 3toT rog 6yaeT rogom, B
KOTOPOM MbI 60JIbILIe Y3HAEM O Halllel Bepe U MPUIOKUM 3Ty Bepy BO BCE aCIeKThI HALlek
exxeJHeBHOM >ku3HHU! ITycTh 3T0 OyjeT rof, B KOTOPOM MBI Oy/1eM UCIIOBe0BaThCs U
MPUYALIAThCS PEryJISIPHO, TIOCEIATh BeuepHUe 60TOCTyKEeHUS ¥ IMTYPriy PEryisipHo, B KOTOPOM
y Hac OyZieT BeHUaHUe U KpellleHHe JeTeld (MK HaC CaMHUX), eC/TH MBI eIl 3TOro He Ceasu.

ITyctb 3T0 OyAeT rof, B KOTOPOM MbI TIPUTJIACHM /Ipy3eii M POAHBIX B Halll TIPUXO0[, YTOOBI
pa3zenuTh C HUIMH paZioCThb Halllel IpaBoC/iaBHOM Bephbl!

Harmia Hafie>x/1a ¥ MOJTUTBA HAIlpaB/IeHHBI Ha TO, uTo0bI 2022 Toz OB AYX0BHO T0/1e3eH /i Bac,
Baiueit cembu U 151 Bcero npuxojia xpama Cs. Bragyumupa!

C mo6oBbto 0 Haiiem Tocriope Uucyce XpucTe v ucrpaiivsas Baimx MouTs,

CasieHHuK ['puropuii [Ixoiic xek (Anekceit) Muruer,
Hacrosrens Crapocra



Planned Stewardship at St. Vladimir Church

Making a Conscious Choice about Supporting our Parish Family
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Matthew 6:21)

St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Church has always, throughout its 35+ year history, been well supported
by its parishioners. This is something that we can be proud of and thankful for. However, this is
also something that we often do not think very much about. We know that when we are in church
on Sunday there will be some sort of collection, but we don’t usually think very much about this,
either before the collection or afterwards. We see this as just a part of going to church. However,

stewardship, how we use what God has given us, is something that we should consider and
something that we should plan.

The reasons for stewardship are numerous, and no doubt, you have heard many, if not all of them.
Sometimes we are told that we should give because the parish needs more money for next year’s
budget. Other times we are told we should give at least as we pay for a newspaper subscription or
our cable bill — as if God's Church is equivalent to other “entertainment” choices we make. Finally,
we are sometimes told that we should give because the parish needs something (a new church,
vestments for the clergy, a new hall, etc.). None of these reasons are illegitimate, for in many
parishes, sometimes including ours, these things are true. However, stewardship is a spiritual
question, and not a material one. We should give to God out of love, and for no other reason. In
the beginning God created man out of love, He gave us our personal existence out of love, He sent
His only-begotten Son to us out of love so that we could again gain the paradise that we threw
away by the actions of our first forefather Adam. Love is the reason that God created us all, and
this is the reason that we should give back to God. “God loveth a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians
9:7) Thus we see that our reason WHY (love of God) we give helps us to determine HOW MUCH
we give, for if God gave us so much, can we not give Him back just a little of the bounty with
which He has blessed us? The purest motive for our stewardship is to give to God because we
have been given to by Him. That is, in gratitude for His great love towards us.

We urge you to make stewardship part of your family budget — to actively plan what you give to St.
Vladimir's just as you plan other family expenses. We further urge you to keep in mind that we give
to God out of love — and that He asks us to give to His Church just a small amount (some set
percentage of our net income: ten percent according to the Old Testament — even more than this
according to St. John Chrysostom) of all that He has given us. The Lord, having given us all that
we have, generously allows us to keep all the rest! Perhaps starting with ten percent would
impossible. That is understandable — this is a major paradigm shift for most of us. But it is
spiritually helpful to set a percentage for ourselves and do our best to stick with that for a year, and
then try to increase that the next year. When we tithe the Lord blesses us many times more than the
amount we give (see Malachi 3:8-10)!

If you have any questions about stewardship in general at St. Vladimir’s, or questions about the
best ways to give (recurring donations benefit the parish the most) please contact Fr. Gregory, our
Starosta, Jack (Alexey) Mitchell, or the other member of our Parish Council Stewardship Education
Team, Leta (Ksenia) Nikulshina.

info@stvladimiraami.org ~ www.stva2.org ~ 734-475-4590



IlnanoBas noggep:xka CBaTo-BiiaguMupckoro xpama
Kak npunsamb 060ymaHHoe pewieHue 0 noddepicKe npuxooda

... ubo 20e cokposuuye gawe, mam byoem u cepoye eawe. (M. 6:21)

Ha Bcem mpotsokeHMM cBoeut 35+eTHed uctopuur xpam Cesatoro Bragumupa Bcerga 1epo
MO/iIep>KUBAJICS TIPUXOXKaHAMH, UTO JlaeT TIOBOJ, /sl TOPAOCTH U OsarofjapHOCTH. TeM He MeHee,
eCTh Bell[d, 0 KOTOPbIX MbI UaCTO He 3a/[yMbiBaeMcsi. MbI 3HaeM, UTO Ha BOCKPECHBIX CTy>x0aX B
L[epKBU COOMParOT TMOKepTBOBaHMSI, OJHAKO OOBIUHO He yjessieM 3ToMy 0coboro BHUMaHus. st

HaC 3TO IIPOCTO 4YaCThb IIOCELIeHUA XpPaMd. O,E[HE[KO MbI J0/DKHbI OﬁgyMblBaTb U II/IAHUPOBATh,
KdK M10J/Ib30BATHCH 1dPAMMU, [MOJIYYEHHBIMH OT bora.

EcTb pa3Hble TIPUUMHBI /1S TIOXKEPTBOBAaHWM, U BaM, 0e3 COMHeHUs, 3HaKOMbl MHOTUe€, eCJTU BCe U3
HUX. VIHOTZ#A Mbl C/IBILIKM, UTO HY’KHbI TIO)KEPTBOBAHUS [I/1s1 BHITIOJTHEHUSI TIPUXO/CKOTO Oro/pKeTa
Ha Cjefyrolui rof. VIHorga — 4uTo MOKepTBOBaHMS 3TO Kak IulaTa 3a MOAMNMCKY Ha Tas3eThbl Wid
Kabe/nbHOe TesneBUeHUe, Kak OyaTo LlepkoBb MpPOCTO OAWH W3 BUJOB pa3BieueHus. Hakowelrl,
vHoryla cCobUparoTCs TIOYKePTBOBAHUSI Ha KaKve-TO KOHKDeTHbIe HYXKIbI TpHxofa (HOBBIA Xpam,
oOsiaueHusi [Jisi [yXOBEHCTBA, HOBbIM 3a1 W T.J.). Bce 3TW TNpuuMHBI KWMEIOT TpPaBO Ha
CyLLleCTBOBaHMe, IMOCKO/IbKY TaKOBa CUTYyalUsl BO MHOTMX IIPUXO0Jax, He MCKIItouas v Haul. Tem He
MeHee, TI0’KepPTBOBaHKs Ha XpaM — 3TO B [ePBYI0 Ouepe/ib He MaTepya/bHbIM BOMPOC, a [y XOBHBIM.
MbI J0/DKHBI )KePTBOBATh U3 100BH K Bory, a He M0 KAKMM-T0 WHBIM NMpUYHHaM. U3 068U
Bor corBopun uenoBeka, u3 Jito6BM OH JapoBaji HaM >KW3Hb, W W3 JOOBU IMOCTa/l HaMm
EnunopogHoro ChiHa CBoero, utoObl MbI MOIJIM BEpHYTbCsS B pali, OTBEPrHYTbIM HaMu B JIUIE
Haiero mpaotija Azama. JIt0o60Bb — BOT TIpUYMHA, 10 KOTOPO# bor co3man Kakaoro w3 Hac, U 1o
9TOM >Ke TIPUUMHE MBI JIO/DKHBI Bo3JaBath bory. “/[obpoxomHo datouwjezo mobum Boe.” (2 Kop. 9:7)
Takum o6pa3om, oTBeTUB Ha Bompoc [IOUEMY wmbi flaeM (13 M00BU K Bory) Mbl CMO>keM OTBETHUTh
u Ha Borpoc CKOJIBKO paBath, 160 ecnu Bor ofapun Hac CTo/b IeAjpo, KaK MOXKeM MbI He
B037aTh EmMy manyro Tomuky Ero mapoB? Camblil YUMCTBIM MOTHUB /151 IO)KePTBOBAHUM — BO3/1aBaTh
Bory, noromy uto Bce, UTO Mbl UMeeM, nonydeHo oT Hero. To ectb, B GnarogapHocTh 3a Ero
BeJIMKYIO /IF000Bb K HaM.

Mpbl mpu3biBaeM BCeX BK/IIOUUTb TIOXKEPTBOBAHMSI B CBOW ceMelHBIM OH/PKET, TO eCTh
3ar/laHMpPOBaTh NOKepTBOBaHUs Ha CBATO-BiaguMypckyi xpaMm, Kak MIaHUPYROTCS BCe OCTaslbHbIe
ceMmeliHble pacxopbl. [ToMHHTE, UTO MbI >KepTByeM bory c o6oBblo, U uto OH TPOCUT HacC
otnaBath CBoeil LlepkBu /uIllb HeOOMbIIYIO [0/ (YCTAaHOBAEHHBIN TPOLIEHT HaIllero A0Xo/a:
JIeCSITYI0 JIOJTE0, corniacHO BeTxomy 3aBeTy, uim faxe Oonbiile, Kak YuuT cB. MloaHH 37aToycT) oT
Ero papos. [ocrniogp, faB HaMm Bce, YTO Yy HaC eCThb, LIeJpO OCTaB/sleT HaM BCe OCTajbHOe!
B03M0)KHO, HauaTh C [IeCATUHBI OKaXKeTCsi HEBO3MO)KHBIM. JTO TMOHSITHO, [ OO/IBIIMHCTBA U3 HaC
3T0 GosibIoN 1mar. OfHAKO AYXOBHO Ba’KHO MOCTaBUTH ce0e Iie/ib U BBITO/HATHL €e TOfl, a 3aTeM
TIOTIBITaThCSl  CAeniaTh Oosbllle B ciefytomieM roay. Korga ™Mbl Jaem  gecstuHy, locrogb
BO3HarpakJjaet Hac cropuiieit (cm. Man. 3:8-10)!

C obmummu Bomipocamu o nogaep>kke CBsiTo-BiaguMupcKoro rnpyxo/ia, WM BOIPOCAMM O TOM, KaK
c/leflaTb 3TO HaWaydiydM o0Opa3oM (6osibIlle BCEro IOJib3bl TPUXOAY TPUHOCAT pery/sipHbIe
TMOYKepTBOBaHUs1), TPOCKMM obpaijatbcsi K 0. I'puroputo, Haiemy crapocte, Anekceto (/Ikeky)
Murtuenny, Wi uwieHy oOpa3oBaTe/bHOW TPYMIbl TPUXOJCKOro coBeta, Kcenun (Jlete)
HuKynbmHou.

info@stvladimiraami.org ~ www.stva2.org ~ 734-475-4590



How to Support St. Vladimir’s

People often ask us how they can make donations to St. Vladimir’s other than by making
a donation at church. We work continuously to make this as easy for our parish family
and friends as we can and we appreciate your feedback in this regard. THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF YOUR PARISH!

If you would like to send us a check, please make it out to “St. Vladimir Orthodox
Church” and send to:
St. Vladimir Orthodox Church
9900 Jackson Rd.
Dexter, MI 48130

If you would like to make a RECURRING gift using a CREDIT CARD, DEBIT
CARD, PAYPAL, or make your donation directly from your bank account please
visit our parish DONATE page:

https://tinyurl.com/donatestva2
If you would prefer to make a RECURRING gift by making an ELECTRONIC FUNDS

TRANSFER from your bank to ours, you will need some or all of the information below.
Questions: please email us at treasurer@stvladimiraami.org.

You need the name of the church bank: Chase Bank

You need the name on the account: St. Vladimir Russian Orthodox Church
You may need the address: 9900 Jackson Rd. Dexter, MI 48130-9426
You need the Routing Number: 07 2000326

You need the account number: 235651509

During this time of the Coronavirus pandemic we need your support more than
ever! Not all the faithful are gathering in the parish church now, but the bills still
need to be paid — AND — we are being asked to help those who cannot pay their own
bills because of the economic situation. Please take this opportunity to establish a
regular tithe in support of the parish which God has entrusted to us!

We welcome and encourage you to remember the parish in your will or in other
estate planning.

stva2.org ~ 734-475-4590 ~ info@stvladimiraami.org



Ways to Engage with Our Parish — Pandemic & Beyond!

We give you lots of ways to engage with St. Vladimir’s. Please take advantage of these opportunities — we do
this for our parish family so that no matter your situation you can participate in parish life!

* Sunday & Feast Day Divine Services: Join the entire Parish Family for the Theology in Action that is
the Divine Services of the Holy Church. ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvschedule

* Weekday Divine Services: An ideal option for those who would like to avoid the crowds of the
Sunday & Feast Day Divine Services. ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvschedule

* Home Visits: Fr. Gregory is happy to visit you at home! ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvrector

* Parish Ministries: Join us to put your faith in action! ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvministries

* Matthew 25 Ministry: Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, etc. - just as the Lord commands us in
Matthew 25! ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvgoodworks

* Audio Stream: All Divine Services at St. Vladimir’s ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvsocial

* Video Stream: All Divine Services at St. Vladimir’s ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvsocial

* “Sunday Reading”: Weekly Parish Bulletin ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvpubs

*  “The Good News”: Weekly Parish Bulletin for use at Divine Services ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvpubs

* Parish News: Stay in touch: the latest information from St. Vladimir’s ~ https://tinyurl.com/stva2news

* St. Vladimir Videos: All videos from our parish! ~ https://tinyurl.com/stvyoutube

* Blogtushka: Parish Blog — A place for St. Vladimir's parishioners to ask questions and get answers.
Read. Think. Pray. Question. Repeat. ~ https://tinyurl.com/blogtushka

* Social Media: All St. Vladimir Social Media Streams ~ www.tinyurl.com/stvsocial

ENGAGE IN PARISH LIFE TO STRENGTHEN YOUR FAITH!

Membership at St. Vladimir’s

The date of the 2021 Annual Parish Assembly has been set for February 27, 2022. To participate in the
meeting via voting or running for parish office one must be a member of the parish. To become a
member of our parish please contact one of our membership coordinators:

Dmitry Knysh (dmitriknysh@hotmail.com or 734-358-5996)
Konstantin Poplavsky (kepoplavsky@yahoo.com or 734-944-4087)

We cordially invite you to join our parish family! More information on the annual meeting will be
posted on our web site and sent via email to those who are on our mailing list. If you are not on our
email list please email info@stvladimiraami.org and we will be happy to add you to this list. To learn
more about membership or to pay membership dues please visit the link below.

E>xeromHoe mpuxojackoe cobpanue 1o urtoram 2021 1. Ha3HaueHO Ha 27 deBpansa 2022 r. UtoOwl
MIPUHMMATh ydacThe B COOpaHMM — TOJIOCOBaTh WM BBIZIBUTAThCS HA TIPUXOJCKUE [IO/DKHOCTH —
HeoOXoMMO ObITH WieHOM mMpuxofia. UYToObl BO30OHOBUTHL CBOE W/IEHCTBO, WM CTaTh UJIEHOM,
obparurech wid K [Jmutpuio Kuumiy (dmitriknysh@hotmail.com wmmu 734-358-5996) wmm kK
Koncrantuny IlomiaBckomy (kepoplavsky@yahoo.com or 734-944-4087). Mbl OT Bced Aylid
TpUr/iailiaeM Bac CTaTh WieHaMHu Hailleld Tipuxofckodi ceMbu! JlomosHUTeNMbHasE WH(OpPMALUS O
e>xerofHoM cobpaHuy OyzeT pa3mellieHa Ha HaileM BebGcaliTe, a TakKe pa30c/jaHa BCEM, UbU afipeca
eCTh B CTIMCKe pacchliky. Ecim Baiiero agpeca HeT B CITUCKe a[pecoB 3/1. TIOYTHI — HAITUIINATE 10
azgpecy info@stvladimiraami.org u mMb1 OyzieM pajibl BHECTH Bac B OZH WM 00a CTMCKa.

https://tinyurl.com/stvmembership




