NATIVITY EPISTLE
of the Archbishop of Chicago and Mid-America

Today the Vigin cometh to give birth ineffably to the Preeternal Word in the cave. Dance, O world! And
having heard this, with the angels and shepherds glorify the preeternal God, Who is to appear as a
little babe. (Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ)

The Lord of all Creation becomes a man while remaining God. He Who rules the universe is incarnate
in time while remaining on a fiery throne in the Heavens. All for the love of fallen mankind.

We can not and should not avoid reflecting on these lofty theological thoughts at this time of year,
when we worship the newborn Christ Child coming into His world not with trumpets, fanfare, and
worldly splendor, but born humbly in a cave used for the protection of animals from the elements.

This birth — this incarnation — took place in a specific place. A place we, as Orthodox Christians, take
for granted all too often. The Holy Land — the land of our merciful Lord’s birth — is for us mostly
thought of as place of pilgrimage. We hope to visit there at least once in our lifetime. Not very many
Christians remain living in the Holy Land, and thus the support of our many Russian Orthodox
properties in the Holy Land more and more depends upon pilgrims and benefactors rather than the local
population.

During this time of the pandemic it is essentially impossible for pilgrims to visit the Holy Land — at
least not in numbers that can materially support the monks and nuns living and serving there. And thus,
on this day of the Nativity of our Lord, who was born for our salvation in this very Holy Land, I turn to
you as parishioners of the Mid-American diocese and ask, just as you find a place in your heart for the
newborn Christ, to also find a small place in your budget to send a donation to our diocesan collection
for those laboring on our behalf in the land of our Lord’s birth. Having served in the Russian
Ecclesiastical Mission there as the Chief of the Mission I can say from personal experience: your help
is always needed, and even more so in these difficult pandemic days.

May the Lord reward you in this life and the next for your support of His Church, specifically in this
case: for your support for those who labor for your good in the Land of His miraculous birth!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
+Archbishop Peter
Please send you donations to:
Diocese of Chicago & Mid-America
Holy Land Nativity Collection

P.O. Box 1367
Des Plaines, IL 60017



POXAECTBEHCKOE ITOCJIAHIE
apxienuckona Yukarckaro u CpeaHe-AMepUKaHCKaro

Hmwea OHecb npegeuHoe (€080 66 eepments 2psi0ems pooUmMuU Heu3peueHHO: JAUKYl, 6Ce/NeHHas,
yCabliaswiu, npocaasu co Aveenbl U nhacmbipbmu xomsiwjazo sieumucsi Ompoua Mnaaoo, IlpesrsuHoz2o
Boea. (koHakb npe/ripa3gHcTBa PoxkaecTBa XpuCToBa).

I'ocrioak Bcest TBapy CTaHOBUTCS UesioBBKOM®B, ocTaBasich boromsb. ToTs, KTo mpaBuTh BCesieHHOIO,
BOTI/IOIIAeTCSI BO BpEMEHH, OCTaBasiCh BbUHO Ha orHeHHOM®B TipecTorh Ha Hebecaxb. Bee u3b mobBu
Kb Tnajiiemy uenoBbky.

MbI He MOKeMb U He J0/DKHBI M30braTh pa3mbiiivieHi 06 3THXb BO3BBIIIEHHBIXb OOTOC/TIOBCKUXb
WCTUHAXb Bb TO BpeMs ro/ja, KOrjja Mbl OK/JI0OHSIeMCsl HOBOPOXKJeHHOMY boromazieHiy,
npuxozsiiemMy Bb CBoili Mipb He Cb TpyOamu, dhaHdapamMu U MipCKUMb BeTUKOTbITieMb, HO CMUPEHHO
POXKIEeHHOMY Bb Tietieph, mprucrnoco6ieHHoM oAb XTEBb /71 CKOTa.

Cie pox/ieHie - cie BOIJIOIIEHie - MPOM30IILIO0 Bb onpefbieHHOMb MbcTh, 10CTYyTHOCTL Kb KOTOPOMY
MBI, IPABOC/IaBHbIE XPUCTiaHe, C/IMIIKOMD YacTO NMPUHKMMaeMb Kakb 0/bkHoe. CBsiTast 3eMJis - 3eMJIs,
rb pOIUICS Halllb MUJIOCTUBBIN ['0CIIO/b, - /1711 HACh I/IaBHBIMB 00pa3oMb MbCTO MalOMHUUECTBA.
Msi Bch xoThbnu 661 mOObIBaTH TaMb XOTs ObI pa3b Bb KU3HU. Bb Hallle BpeMsi He TaKb MHOTO
XPUCTiaHb 0CTasioch Ha CBsiTol 3emirh, ¥ MO3TOMY MOAIepP>KKa MHOTUXb HAILLIMXb TTPABOCIABHBIXD
BnaAbHil Ha CBsroit 3eMh Bce 6osibItie v 60JIbIIe 3aBUCUTD OTH TTAJIOMHUKOBE M O/1ar0TBOpPUTEIEH, a
He oTb MbCTHAro HaceseHis.

Bt 3T0 3n1emMuueckoe BpeMs [isl Ia/IOMHHMKOBD MPAKTUYECKU HEBO3MOXKHO NochTUTh CBATY1O
3emtto - 110 KpaiiHeit Mbph, Bb TakoMb KosnuecTBb, KOTOpOe MOXKeTh MaTepia/ibHO TO/1epP>KaTh
MOHAaX0Bb U MOHaXWHb, )KUBYLUXb U CIYXKalUXb TaMb. VM 1103TOMy Bb 3TOTH JieHb PoxkziecTBa
I'ocriopa Haitero Ivcyca XpucTa, poXk/ieHHaro /1Jisl Halllero criaceHist Ha 3Toi camoit Csatoli 3emirh, s
obpararochk Kb Bamsb, puxoykaHamb CpejHe-AMepUKaHCKOM erapXxiu U MpoIly BaCh MOCHIBHO
TIPUHSTH y4acTie Bb ernapxianbHOMb cO0pb /st ThXb, KTO TPYAUTCS OTDH Halllero UMeHU Bb CTpaHb
CriacuTenieBa poxkzeHis. Byyuu HauanbHUKOMB Pycckoit yxoBHOM Mucciv Ha CBsitoit 3emurh, 1o
CcoOCTBEHHOMY OITBITY MOTY CKa3aTh, uTO Ballla MaTepia/ibHasi TOMOIIb HY’>KHa BCer/ia, a Thmb 6orbe
Bb 3TU TPY/JHbIe JHU MMaHJeMiu.

[MTycts 'ocriogs Bo3Harpazauts Back BB 3ToM M cabaytoieit xxu3Hu 3a Bairy nogaepxky Ero Liepksu,
ocobeHHO Bb 3TOMb Ciyuab: 3a Baury noagepxky Thxb, KTo Tpyautcs s Baiero 6nara b Ctpanb
Ero uypecHaro poxxzeHisi!

XPpUCTOCH paXkJaeTcst — ciaaBuTe!
+Apxienuckons I[lempos

[ToxkasnyticTa, OTIIpaB/IsiiiTe TIOXKePTBOBaHisI M0 aJipecy:

Diocese of Chicago & Mid-America
Holy Land Nativity Collection
P.O. Box 1367
Des Plaines, IL 60017



