Very Rev. Fr.
Gregory Joyce,
Rector

Brendan Hayden,
Starosta

Mikhail Fisenkov,
Treasurer

Marina Edwards
Secretary

Ksenia Nikulshina,
Head of the Parish
Sisterhood

Jacob Stein,
Head of the Parish
Brotherhood

Elena Alvarez,
Trustee
Dmitri Knysh,
Trustee

Michael Marsh,
Trustee

Igor Obertas,
Trustee

POST
9900 Jackson Rd.
Dexter, MI 48130

PHONE
(734) 475-4590

FAX
(734) 429-9025

EMAIL
info@
stvladimiraami.org

WEB
www.stvladimiraami
.org

LINK TREE
https://linktr.ee/
stva2

St. Vladimir Orthodox Church

A Parish of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad

Ann Arbor, MI ~ Founded 1981

December 20, 2025/January 2, 2026
Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-Bearer

Dear St. Vladimirians,

At our parish meeting on November 2, 2025 we voted overwhelmingly to pursue
the building of a new parish church. This church was principally designed by our
own Konstantin Poplavsky. Konstantin reposed just a few days later, on
November 8. Interestingly, and perhaps not incidentally, this was the same day
that Archbishop Peter, who had blessed us to undertake this project, reposed one
year previously.

Following Konstantin’s funeral and burial there were many questions from
parishioners about how best to support the new church project. The parish council
decided to ask everyone to tithe, since this is the method of support that the Lord
blesses, and since it depends not on absolute amounts, but on a percentage of all
we have been given donated to the church, it is also ultimately fair. If you receive
much from the Lord then your tithe is large. If little, then your tithe is little. We
asked everyone to establish their tithe by the 40th day after Konstantin’s repose:
December 17, 2026. This allowed us also to try to move the parish to the
normative practice of tithing and away from the spiritually disordered practice of
donations by self will: giving God what WE feel is appropriate rather than giving
Him what HE has established as appropriate.

The response was underwhelming. And that is OK. You do not have to follow the
directions of the parish council or anyone else — we all have free will. But, as a
parish family, our logic is clearly flawed here. We want a new church (we voted
for that on November 2), but we show that we don’t want to pay for that (we
voted with our lack of response to the call to tithe to not build a new church). So
we want a new church, but we want someone else to pay for that? Every parent
who is reading this has already reached the obviously conclusion that we now
state: we are exhibiting a sort of spiritual immaturity in our odd mix of decisions
vis a vis the new church project. We want something, but we don’t want to work
for it or pay for it ourselves? This is not how spiritually mature adults act.

That being said, as the father of our spiritual family it is both my responsibility to
call out inconsistent behavior, and to provide an opportunity for us to correct such
behavior. Thus, having consulted with the parish council in this regard, we want
to give our parish family a bit more time to think and pray about how we have
approached this project thus far — and and opportunity to reconsider our actions.
Everyone makes mistakes. Everyone acts illogically and/or immaturly sometimes
— myself most certainly included. Therefore, we have decided to extend our
deadline for our parish family to establish their tithe until February 2/15, 2026 —
the day of our annual parish meeting.



It is my sincere hope that each and every one of us will reconsider their prayerful and material
support of our parish during this time and establish their tithe. If we are able to do this, we will
show that we are ready for the beautiful parish church that Konstantin designed. If we are not yet
ready for that church, then we will build something else and hope that the next generation will be
able to build Konstatin’s project. Not building is not an option. We are already hard at work on a
less costly project now. What we build will be based on how we, as a parish family, are able to
support the building project. This is why it is important for us to have a hard deadline of
February 15 — if we are going to fail we need to fail fast and get back to work so we can begin
construction in 2026 no matter what and be victorious together!

I invite you, during this time of prayerful discernment and self-challenge that I am calling our
whole parish family to undertake, to familiarize yourself with the information we provide on the
Treasurer’s Corner page of our web site — there is much information there about tithing:
https://tinyurl.com/treasurercorner

We also invite you to speak to any of those listed in the post script below. All have volunteered to
discuss with any of our parish familly the spiritual and practical aspects of tithing, how best to do
that, and why to do that. Please reach out to one of us — we want to help.

As always, I have no doubt that if we, as a parish family, decide that we, with God’s help and
blessing, will accomplish something then we will accomplish it indeed. We must labor. And we
must ask for God’s blessing on that labor. But first — we must be WILLING to labor. So far, we
have not shown that we are ready to labor for the success of this project. I cannot force you to
this labor, but it is my duty to provide the vision. And the vision is to build the beautiful new
church that Konstantin designed. Let us now, brothers and sisters, get to work to see that vision,
our labor, and God’s blessing bring us to success!

With Love in our Lord Jesus Christ,

e
f.
Fr. Gregory
P.S. Please reach out to one of more of those listed below to discuss how you can estalish a tithe
that will support our St. Vladimir parish and make it possible for us to build our new parish
church and social hall.

Fr. Gregory Joyce (734-649-5746 or ogrisha@stvladimiaami.org or https://calendly.com/ogrisha)

Fr. Colin Bower (734-890-8236 or priestcolin@stvladimiaami.org or
https://calendly.com/cmbower10)

Mikhail Fisenkov (248-773-9616 or fisenkov@yahoo.com)
Marina Edwards (734-358-9458 or mpsomsk@yahoo.com)

Dmitri Knysh (734-358-5996 or dmitriknysh@hotmail.com)
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20 nexabps 2025 r./2 siHBaps 2026 .
Cumu. Urnatus boroHocua

[Hoporue nprxoskane xpama Cesaroro Bnagumupa!

Ha Haiiem nipuxo/ickoM cobpanuu 2 Hosiopst 2025 rojja Mbl TI0/JaB/ISTFOIIM
OOJIBIIIMHCTBOM T'OIOCOB TIPOT0JIOCOBA/IN 32 CTPOUTE/TLCTBO HOBOTO MPUXO/ICKOTO
xpaMa. IIpoekT 3TOro Xpama Obl/1 pa3paboTaH HalllM TTPUX0’KaHUHOM
KoncrantrHom IonnaBckrM. KOHCTaHTHH CKOHUA/ICS BCEro HECKOJIBKO IHer
cryctsi, 8 HosiOpsi. TIpuMeuarenbHO, U, BO3MOXKHO, He C/TyualfHO, UTO 3TO ObLT TOT
JKe [IeHb, KOr/la TO/IOM paHee CKOHUA/ICs apxuenuckon IleTp, KoTopbiv
6/1ar0CTOBU/T HAC Ha 3TOT MPOEKT.

[Tocne noxopoH KoHcTaHTHHA y MTPUX0KaH BO3HUK/IO MHOI'O BOIIPOCOB O TOM,
KAk JIy4llle BCero rnojjepyXaTb PoeKT CTPOUTe/bCTBA HOBOI'O XpaMa.
[TprxonCcKOM COBeT pellu MONPOCUTh BCeX NOCTapaTbCsl BHOCUTh JI€CATHHY,
MOCKOJIBKY 3TO TOT METOJ, TTO/IIeP)KKH, KOTOPHIH brarocsiossisier ["ocriozb, ¥ OH
3aBMCHUT He OT I10Jly4aeMbIX HaMU [JOXOZIOB, a OT MPOL{eHTa OT BCero, YTo HaM
JlaHo, U, C/lefloBaTe/IbHO, B KOHEUHOM UTOTe CripaBe/iiuB. Eciu Bel osyyaeTe
MHOro oT ['ocriozia, To Balla fecAaTyHa Besvka. Eciu Majo, To U flecATyHA Maa.
MBI TOnpoCcuiu Bcex yCTaHOBUTH CBOXO eCATHUHY K 40-My [HIO 110C/Ie KOHUUHBI
KoncrantuHa: 17 fekabpsi 2026 rofa. ITo Takxke M03BOJHIO Obl HAM
TIOMBITAThCS IePeNTH K MPaKTHKe BHeCEHUS [JeCATUHBI Pery/IsIPHO U OTOWTH OT
JIyXOBHO HeIPaBU/IbHOM MPAKTUKU 110’KePTBOBaHUI TI0 COOCTBEHHOMY >KeJIaHUIO:
- naBatb bory To, yto MBI curtaem ymectHbIM, a He TO, yTo OH ycTaHOBUII Kak
yMecCTHoe.

Pe3ynibTaT Ob1T HE OUeHb yTellrTe/bHbIM. Y 3TO, CKopee BCero, HOpMaJibHO. BbI
He 00s13aHbI C/1e/]0BaTh YKa3aHUSIM MPUXOZCKOTO COBeTa MM KOro-ubo ere — y
BCeX Hac ecTb cBOO0za Bosi. Ho, Kak rnpuxo/icKasi CeMbsi, Mbl SIBHO OIIM0aeMcsi B
CBOe# jjorvke. Mbl XOTUM HOBBIM XpaM (MbI TTPOT0/IOCOBAH 3a 3TO 2 HOsIOPsT), HO
MOKa3bIBaeM, UTO He XOTHM 3a 3TO MJIaTUTh (Mbl OTpearupoBaIv OTCYTCTBUEM
OTBeTa Ha NPHU3bIB K BHECEHUIO [JeCATUHBI Ha CTPOUTEIBCTBO HOBOI'O XpaMma).
3HAUMT, MbI XOTUM HOBBIW XpaM, HO XOTUM, UTOOBI 3a HEro 3aryiaTuia KTO-TO
apyrou? Kakaplii poAuTe b, YATAKOIIMN 3TO, yKe TIPULLIeST K 04eBUHOMY
BBIBO/ly, KOTOPBIM MbI C€Uac 03ByUrM: MbI [IPOSIBJISIEM HE3PEIOCTh B HAllleM
CTPaHHOM COYeTaHWY PelleHUN OTHOCHUTE/IbHO IIPOeKTa HOBOro XxpamMa. MBI uero-
TO XOTHM, HO He XOTUM CaMu /ijisi 3Toro paborats? Tak IymaroT [ieTH, a He
3pesible B3pOC/ble.

[TosTOMY, KaK 1yXOBHBIW OTeL] Halllel MPUXO0CKOW CEMbH, SI CUATa0 CBOUM
JI0JITOM yKa3aTb Ha Heroc/leZloBaTe/IbHOe U He3peJioe MoBe/ileHre U Npe/loCTaBUTh
BO3MOXXHOCTb MCIIPaBUTh 3TO NoBefeHue. I1ocoBeToBaBIIMCE, IPUXOLCKOU COBET
peLLnI AaTh Halllel MpUXoCKoN ceMbe HeMHOTO 00Jiblile BpeMeHH, YTOObI



TOIyMaTh ¥ TIOMOJIUTLCSI O TOM, KaK MbI TIOAXOAMIN K 9TOMY TIPOEKTY 10 CHX TI0p, ¥ UCTIPaBUTh CBOU
omOku. Bee coBepitaroT ormmbKky. Bce MHOT/A MOCTYTIAIOT HEJIOTUYHO W/WTH He3pesio — U 51, 0e3yC/I0BHO,
He UCK/TFoueHue. [103ToMy MbI ITPO/IIEBaeM CPOK ZIJisl Halllel TIPUXOZACKOM CeMbH, UTOOBI YCTaHOBUTD
necstTuny, fo 15 deBpans 2026 roga — JeHb Halllero TOJ0BOTO COOpaHMS.

51 nCKpeHHe HaJler0Ch, UTO KaXK/bIi U3 HaC NIepeCMOTPUT CBOIO MOJIMTBEHHYIO U MaTepHa/IbHYIO0 MOAePKKY
Halllero MPUX0Za U YCTaHOBUT CBOO AeCATUHY. EC/i MBI CMOYKeM 3TO ¢Ziearhb, Mbl IOKaKeM, UTO MbI TOTOBEI
K MPeKpPacHOMY MPUXO0/ICKOMY XPaMy, KOTOPBIN cripoeKThpoBai KoHcTaHTHUH. Ec/ii Mbl HE[JOCTaTOYHO 3pesibl
IS 9TOTO XpaMa, TO MbI TIOCTPOUM UTO-TO JIPyroe v OyzieM HaflesiTbCs, UTO CJiefiyIoliiee TIOKO/IeHHe CMOYKET
peanu3oBaTh NpoekT KoHcTanTuHa. OTKa3 OT CTPOUTE/IbCTBA He paccMaTprBaeTcsi. Mbl yxke ceiuac
paboTraem Hazi MeHee MacIITaOHBIM MMPoeKToM. To, UTO MbI IOCTPOUM, OyZIeT 3aBUCETh OT TOTO, KaKyI0
TIOA/IeP)KKY 3TOMY CTPOMTETbHOMY TPOEKTy CMOXKeT OKa3aTb Hallla MPUX0/CcKasi 001uHa. Bot mouemy asist
Hac Ba)kKeH >KeCTKUM CpoK — 15 eBpasisi: ec/ii Mbl TIOTEPIUM Heyzjauy B MO/Jep KKe 3TOro IpoeKTa, HaM
HY)KHO Oy/1eT 6BICTPO pelIuTh CTPOUTH UTO-TO JPYToe U MPUCTYIUTH K paboTe, UTOObI HauaTh CTPOUTE/IECTBO
B 2026 rozy, HeCMOTPSI HM Ha UTo.

$1 mpu3bIBat0 BCIO HAIlly TIPUXOZCKYIO CEMbIO K MOJTMTBEHHOMY Pa3MbIIIUIEHUIO U CaMOaHAaJU3Y, U TIpe/ijlararo
03HaKOMHTbCS C MH(OpMaLiell, KOTOPYIO Mbl IPeJj0CTaB/IsieM Ha CTPaHHLIe « YTO/IOK Ka3Hauesl» Halllero Be6-
caiiTa — TaM MHOTO MH(bOpMaIUM 0 AecsaTyHe: https://tinyurl.com/treasurercorner

MBbI Takske MpUT/IalliaeM Bac MOTOBOPUTH C JIFOOBIM U3 TeX, KTO YKa3aH B IPUMeUaHuU Hibke. Bce oHn
BBI3BA/IMCh 00CYIUTH C TI0OBIM UJIEHOM Halllel PUXO/CKOM CeMbH [yXOBHbBIE U TTPAKTHUeCKHe acTleKThl
JIeCSITUHBI, - KaK JTydllle 3TO CJeJlaTh U MIOUeMy 3TO HY)KHO Jie/iaTh. [ToxKamyicTa, CBSPKUTECh C KeM-HUOY/Ib
13 HaC — Mbl XOTUM T[1IOMOUb.

Kaxk Bcerjja, s1 He COMHeBarOCh, UTO €C/IU Mbl, KaK IPUXOZCKas CeMbsl, PeLlnM, YTO C boxbell MoOMOLLIbIO U
GrarocioBeHreM MBI Uero-To 100beMCsl, TO MbI [IeMCTBUTE/ILHO 3TOTO A0ObeMcsi. Mbl 10/DKHBI TPYAUTHCS. U
MBI ZIOJDKHBI POCUTE Boxkbero GyarocsioBeHust Ha 3ToT Tpyz. Ho cHauana — mbl 10/DKHBI 06T TOTOBBI
TPYAUTHCA. [J0 CHUX ITOp MBI He [10Ka3a/Ii, YTO TOTOBbI TPYAUTLCS pajiy yCIiexa 3Toro rpoekra. S He MOTr'y Bac
3aCTaBUTh, HO MOH ZIO/T 110KAa3aThk BaM TO, YTO Mbl MOXKeM cZies1aThb. V1 3TO COCTOUT B TOM, UTO MbI MOXKEM
MOCTPOUTH MPeKPacHyI0 HOBYIO I[1epKOBb, KOTOPYIO CripoekTHpoBai KoHcTaHTHH. [laBaiiTe ke, OpaThs 1
CeCTpbl, IPUCTYNHUM K paboTe, uToObI Halll TPYZ, U boxkbe Gyaroc/ioBeHue MpUBeU Hac K ycriexy!

C nmro6oBbto Bo ['ocniofe Haiiem Mucyce Xpucre,

0 [/ P’“"W
o. I'puropuii

P.S. IToxxany¥icTa, CBSDKUTECH C OIHUM WM HEeCKOIbKUMU U3 IepeurCIeHHbIX HIDKe JIUL], YTOObI 00CyuTh,
KaK Bbl MOXKeTe BHECTH JleCATHHY, KOTOpasi oA epKUT Hatll npuxog, Cearoro BiaguMypa v o3BoMT HaM
MOCTPOUTH HOBYIO MPUXO/CKYHO LIePKOBb 1 0011[e CTBEHHBIN 3a7l.

CesiijeHHUK ['puroputii [Ixotic (734-649-5746 or ogrisha@stvladimiaami.org or
https://calendly.com/ogrisha)

CasjeHHUK Komuz baysp (734-890-8236 or priestcolin@stvladimiaami.org or
https://calendly.com/cmbower10)

Muxaun ®uceHkoB (248-773-9616 or fisenkov@yahoo.com)
MapuHa SaBapac (734-358-9458 or mpsomsk@yahoo.com)
Ovurpuii Kupiu (734-358-5996 or dmitriknysh@hotmail.com)



