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POXAECTBEHCKOE ITOCAAHIE
Cas1eHCTBY, KAMPY U Bcell Oorocnacaemoit nactsb Kanagckoi Enapxin

Bosaro06.aennb1e Bo Xpucrh Opatist 1 cecTpbi!

Borp yxe KOTOpEII TOAb MBI BCTpbuaeMb OaarogaTHbll Hpa3AHUKD PoxkaectBa Xpucroa He Bb
IIPUBBIYHOM AA51 MHOTVIXD U3b HACh 3a AeCATUABTiA 00CTaHOBKB MMpa SKUTEICKaro 1 pajOCTHBIXD HaAeKAb,
HO Bb TPeBOTaxb U ONacCeHisIXb, CBA3aHHBIXD Cb ITONYIIIEeHHBIMH 110 TPBXaMb HalllUM'b «BOMHAXb 11 BOEHHBIXD
cayxaxb» (Mare, 24;6). Ilputom, ['ocriogb BeAnTh HaMb He y>KacaTbCsl — M IPOAOAKAETD: «DTO elle He
KoHelTb». Ho Kakb >xe cabayeTh HaMb IIOCTYIIaTh?

Obpatnmca x» Caosy Cesarenmero Ilarpiapxa Mockosckaro Tuxona, Vicmosbanuka, 100-aBTie co ans
0.4a>keHHOJ KOHYMHBI KOTOParo Mbl BCIIOMUHAA Bb yxoasieMb roay. Ha Poxxaectso Xpucroso 25 gexabps
1918/7 smBaps 1919 roga CATuUTeAb HAIIOMHUAB CBOeN macTsb, 4ro «borb He criacaerdh yeaoBbka 6e3db
camoro yeaosBka. Celt mocabaHili 404KeHDb CaMb yCBOUTD CIIaCUTeAbHBIN ITOABUTS Vlckynureas. Jas gero
eMy HaaAeXUTb 1n300pasuTh Bb ced0b Xpucra, Boraotuts Ero b cepaiie ckoeMsb, Bb AbAaxb U Bb KU3HU, a
He OIpaHMYMBATBCA TOABKO OJHUMD Ha3BaHieMb XpUCTHaHiHA M OAHON BHBIIHEN NMPUHAAAEXKHOCTBIO K
Hepxsu Xpucrosoii. VcnpiTaiiTe ke cepalie CBOe, UTO Bb HEM'b — A1000Bb AM KO OAVIKHEMY, UAN JKe 3aBICTD,
CBapAMBOCTD ¥ HeHaBUCTh? He cb 9TUMM A1 TOCABAHMMY UyBCTBaMM ITPUXOANUTE Bbl 1 Tpeas Antie I'ocrioaa,
BB XpaMb boXKii1, Ha IIpa3gHMUKD?».

BcriomuuMb, Bo3a1004eHHbBIe OpaTis 1 cecTphl, 4TO BpeMeHa, Korga IlaTtpiapxb-Vicmosbanuks obpaiaacs
Kb HallMMD IpelKaMb Cb DTUM CAOBOMbB, A4 Hamlero Vicropmyeckaro OtedectBa OblAM OAHMMU U3D
CaMBIXb TSDKKIXD, KOTAQ «BCS JKM3HD, BCA AYXOBHAsI KyAbTypa COILIAN Ch IIPaBUABHArO MyTi»/MUTPOIOAUTD
Amnacraciit (I'pubanosckiin)/. Ho Bb 10400HOMD >Ke COCTOSIHIM HaXOAMACS TBapHBIN Mipb BO AgHU PosxaecTBa
Xpucrosa, Koraa AHreAb, ABUBIIINCS BII©1€eMCKIMb HaCTHIPSIM'b, ITPOMU3HECH : «f] BO3BbIIIA0 BaM'b BeAUKYIO
pajoctp, Kotopas OyaeTb BCBMB AI04AMB: MO0 HBIHB poguacs BaMb Bb ropoas Aasuaoss Criacureas,
Koropmir ects Xpucrocwr l'ocriogp. ... CaaBa Bb BbIIIHNXDL Bory m Ha 3emab Mupb, Bb 4ea0BBKaxb
0aarosoaeHnie» (/yka, 2; 10-11, 14). Ho pa3sb Tor4a BCh yCABIIIIAAN ¥ IIPUHAAN STY aHT€AbCKisA cA0Ba?

Keaaemb xe BCBMB Cb MUPOMB BCTPBTUTH PoxxaecTBo XpucToBo 1 ckopoe borossaenie, caaBoca0BUTDH
Poxxaennaro Xpucra-Criacurteast 1 MoauThcst EMy b HagexxA011.

XPUCTOCDH PAXKAAETCA! CAABUTE!

-HA?‘;( L m@ (J(
TABPILAD

Apxiennckons Monpeaanckin n Kanagckiin

Posxaectso Xpucroso, 2025/2026 roas.
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CHRISTMAS EPISTLE
To the clergy and all God-saved flock of the Diocese of Canada

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ!

For yet another year we celebrate the grace-filled Feast of the Nativity of Christ not in the familiar
setting of earthly peace and joyful hope that many of us have grown accustomed to for decades, but
amid the fears and apprehensions brought about by the “wars and rumors of wars” that God has
allowed for our sins (Mt. 24:6). At the same time our Lord commands us not to be alarmed, and
adds: “The end is not yet”. But what, then, should we do? Let us turn to the words of St. Tikhon,
Patriarch of Moscow and Confessor, the centenary of whose blessed repose we remembered in the
year now ending. On Christmas Day, December 25 1918 / January 7 1919, the holy hierarch
reminded his flock: “God does not save a man without the man taking part in it. The man ought to
take upon himself the saving feat of the Redeemer. To do this, he must form the image of Christ
within himself, embody Him in his heart, in his actions, and in his life, and not be content with
merely bearing the name ‘Christian” and being a mere formal member of the Church of Christ. And
so, examine your heart: what is in it? Is it love for your neighbor, or is it envy, quarrelsomeness, and
hatred? Do you not also come in the presence of the Lord, in the Lord’s temple, on the feast day,
bearing these latter feelings?”

Let us call to mind, beloved brothers and sisters, that the time when the holy Confessor Patriarch
spoke these words to our forefathers was one of the most harrowing for our historical Motherland,
when, as Metropolitan Anastasy (Gribanovsky) said, “all of life, all spiritual culture had wandered
from the right way”. But the created world was in a similar state at the time of the Nativity of Christ,
when the angel who appeared to the shepherds in Bethlehem, said: “I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people; for unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
Who is Christ the Lord... Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men”
(Lk. 2:10-11,14). Yet did all the people then hear and receive these words of the angel?

May all of us meet the Nativity of Christ and the approaching Feast of Theophany in peace, glorify
the newborn Christ the Savior and offer Him prayers filled with hope.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
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GABRIEL
Archbishop of Montreal and Canada
Nativity of Christ, 2025/2026



